
Statement of Purpose 
“We care for God’s children of all ages by growing disciples who make disciples.” 
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You must have a ticket purchased by 

Oct. 16th for catering numbers. 

(More information on page 7) 
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(Continued on page 3) 

A Note From Pastor Mark 



3  

 

(Continued from page 2) 

For us in the Lutheran church, 
the month of October has long 
been the time when we 
celebrate the Reformation.  It 
always falls on the last Sunday 
of the month, the date closest 
to October 31, the day when 
Martin Luther walked to the Castle Church in Wittenberg, Germany, and 
nailed his 95 Theses to the front door, the town bulletin board.  This year 
on Reformation Sunday, October 30, we'll celebrate in fine style with a 
German dinner and a movie to boot!  This will be the official kickoff for 
our year-long preparation as we move toward October 29, 2017, the 
500th anniversary of the Reformation.  The movie is the latest telling of 
Luther's story and it stars Joseph Fiennes.  There will be pizza and 
another movie available for the kids.  The cost is $10 per person or $25 
for a family, regardless of how many folks you have!  You do, however, 
need a ticket so that our caterer knows how many to prepare for. 

In the meantime, our adult education classes continue on Sunday morning 
at 10:20, Wednesday morning at 11:00, and on Wednesday evening 
at7:00.  We're looking at how the Gospel of John was so influential in 
Luther's life.  This Gospel shaped him as a person as well as his theology, 
his understanding of how God operates in the world.  In fact, it's not too 
much to say that John's Gospel was part and parcel of Luther's own 
spiritual reformation.  Come join us!  It's not too late.   

Questions?  Contact Pastor Bill at bwaxenberg@gmail.com.   

Pastor Bill  

Pastor Bill’s Adult Education News 
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Here it is, Fall again. Summer seemed to rush by in a blur this year! Seems 
like it was just Memorial Day and now we are in October. But even though 
time seems to fly, I did see some things that caused me to stop and 
appreciate the moment. A member bringing a sister in Christ in so she 
could have her photo taken for the directory; a friend taking time to drive 
another friend to doctor appointments; a wife tenderly caring for her 
husband as he nears the end of his journey here on earth; a gentleman 
helping a mom with several young children by carrying in the heavy baby 
car seat; a neighbor bringing in the garbage cans for the fireman down the 
way who is on duty; the child who fell off her skateboard and her friend 
who helped her home with her skinned knee; the woman in the parking lot 
struggling to hold her crying baby and put her groceries into her car and 
the man who pulled in next to her stopping and loading her car for her; an 
Olympian who stops her race to pick up another competitor (from another 
country) so they can cross the finish line together. 
 
I don’t know if all of these people are “Christians” or not, but they are all 
certainly living the Christ-like life to which we are called. Be sure to take a 
moment in your busy day to look around you for these 
kind of “random acts of kindness” (aka God sightings). May 
they lift your spirits, reinforce your faith, and encourage 
you to live in a more Christ-like way in the days to come. 
 

Donna Kelly 

Ministry Musings 

If you have been worshipping with us for a while here at SOTP and would 
like to know more about us as a worshipping community, 
we would love to have you join us at our New Member 
Gathering. We will be offering the gathering on Sunday, 
October 23rd from 1-3 pm. This will be an opportunity 
for you to learn more about the life and ministry of SOTP 
and for you to consider prayerfully whether or not you 
want to formally become a member of the SOTP family. 
 

We will welcome new members on the following Sunday October 30th. If 
you have any questions, please contact either Pastor Mark or Donna Kelly 
through the church office. 
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NAME TAGS 

Are you new to the Lutheran tradition or has it been a 
while since confirmation? Come join us for Suppers With 
Luther where we will explore the basics of who Luther 
was and who we are as Lutherans.  We will meet from 
5:30 to 6:45 pm on Wed Sept 28th , Oct 5th , 12th , 19th 
and 26th and Nov2 nd . Dinner will be served and the 

cost is $2 per person. So come and join us for learning, fun and fellowship 
(as well as a great dinner)! If you have any questions, please contact Donna 
Kelly through the church office or through donna@sotpmail.com. 

More of our members are wearing name tags. 
It really helps visitors and new members meet 
other members. 
 

One easy way to make everyone comfortable is 
to wear your name tag. If you have misplaced 
your name tag, you can order a new one at the “Welcome Center” in 
the Narthex/Crossroads. It also helps Pastor Mark with names as our 
membership is over 1000. 

FINANCIAL RECORDS 

Shepherd of the Prairie Lutheran 
Church only keeps financial records on 
members and non-members that have 
envelopes assigned.  
 
If you are not a member and want 
envelopes, please send an e-mail to 
michelle@sotpmail.com with your 
name, address and phone number or 
call the church office at 847/669-9448 
with the same information. 
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FROM THE STEWARDSHIP TEAM 

“For by grace you have been saved through faith; 
and this is not your own doing, it is the gift of God 
– not because of works, lest any one should boast.  
For we are God’s works, created in Christ Jesus for 
good works, which God prepared beforehand, that 
we should walk in them.”  (Ephesians  2:8-10)  

 

Many of us memorized Martin Luther’s Small Catechism which    
includes his “explanation to the First Article of the Apostles’ Creed.” 
 

Augsburg/Fortress produced a “Contemporary English” version in 1979 
which reads: 

 

“I believe that God has created me and all that exists. 
He has given me and still preserves my body and soul with all their powers. 

 

He provides me with food and clothing,  
home and family, daily work, and all I need from day to day. 

God also protects me in time of danger and guards me from every evil. 
 

All this he does out of fatherly and divine goodness and mercy, though I do not 
deserve it. 

Therefore I surely ought to thank and praise, serve and obey him. 
 

This is most certainly true.” 
 

Every now and then I hope this verse from Ephesians and this explanation 
by Martin Luther are in our minds as the offering basket comes down our 
row and as we prepare our offering envelopes or our simply given token.  
I hope we remember this verse from Ephesians and the explanation by 
Martin Luther as we renew our commitments for another year or make a 
commitment for a first time. 
 

Especially during this coming year … this year of Reformation 500.  This 
year when we get (re)acquainted with Martin Luther who really simply 
wanted to help the people in his congregations get (re)acquainted with 
Jesus by getting (re)acquainted with Scripture.   
 

October 15-16, “In the Light of Grace:” Values (Temple Talk) 
October 22-23, "In the Light of Grace:” Legacy (Temple Talk) 
October 29-30, "In the Light of Grace:” Church (Reformation 500 kickoff,  

Drama and Commitment Card Explanation) Evening Dinner & Movie 
November 5-6, "In the Light of Grace:” Forever (All Saint's Weekend and  

Commitment Weekend) 
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DINNER & MOVIE ~ LUTHER 

TICKETS  
MUST BE  

PURCHASED BY 
OCTOBER 16 
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FEEDBACK FOR PASTOR MARK 
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 Salad Dressing 
 Condiments 
 Cookies/Snacks 
 Ready to eat soup’ 
 Bleach 
 Shampoo 

Aඇൽ ൺඌ ൺඅඐൺඒඌ,  
ർඁൾർඌ ආൺൽൾ ඈඎඍ ඍඈ SOTP 
ඍඁൺඍ ඌඍൺඍൾ “Fඈඈൽ Pൺඇඍඋඒ” 

ංඇ ඍඁൾ ආൾආඈ ඐංඅඅ ൻൾ         
ൿඈඋඐൺඋൽൾൽ  

ඍඈ ඍඁൾ ൿඈඈൽ ඉൺඇඍඋඒ. 
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WHAT IS PADS? 

Public Action to Deliver 
Shelter (McHenry 
County founded 
1988).This program is 
not government sup-
ported. Since 2009, 
PADs reports a 51% increase in people needing help (33% increase in 
homeless individuals diagnosed with mental illness 54% increase in chroni-
cally homeless and 46% increase in transitional youth). 

HOW DOES SOTP HELP? 
We make lunches and serve dinner. Preferably five volunteers are needed. 
Youth volunteers are welcome (depending on maturity level and if they 
able to sit still for one hour following directions without adult supervi-
sion). We meet at SOTP Sunday evenings at 5:45 p.m. to make lunches 
for the shelter, and then transport lunches (including donations) to Betha-
ny. We serve dinner from 7:00 to 8:00 p.m. Jill Brown shops for supplies. 
This is a ministry that is allocated in our church budget. 

WHEN? 
The 4th Sunday of the Month, October through April. To sign up 
contact Becky Hennessy 847-961-6050 or Jill Brown 847-683-5027 or 
email us: k.b.hennessy@sbcglobal.net orjillbrown14@yahoo.com. 

WHERE? 
We support Bethany Lutheran Church every 4th Sunday at 76 W Crystal 
Lake Ave in Crystal Lake IL 60014. This is only a 15 to 20 minute com-
mute from SOTP. Linda is our contact at Bethany--she has been in charge 
of that facility for over 25 years and will assign your job. There are 7 
churches in McHenry County that provide overnight shelters (rotated 
Monday through Sunday) from 7:00 p.m. to 7:00 a.m. A transportation bus 
is used to commute the homeless between the churches. 

REASONS ඍඈ VOLUNTEER 
Add it to resumes or college applications. Earn high school credit. Give 
back to your community by setting a “Christ-Like” example. 

VOLUNTEERING TIPS 
Be friendly, but don’t give personal information. Leave personal belongings 
at home (i.e.; don’t wear expensive jewelry or don’t bring a purse. Leave 
cell phones in your car at home or in your car. 
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OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD 

It’s not too early to think about Christmas! 
Once again, our SOTP youth will be leading 
us in Operation Christmas Child (OCC). 
Shoeboxes are filled with toys, hygiene 
items and school supplies, and sent to 
children in need around the world -- 
children living in countries torn apart by 
war, poverty or natural disaster, many in 
refugee camps. We hope SOTP members of 
all ages will help us fill many boxes of joy. 
Ways to help: 

 Pick up a red-and- green shoebox at the OCC display which will be in 
the Crossroads in early October. Or use a shoebox from home. 
OCC suggests starting with a WOW toy that will bring an immediate 
big smile. For more suggestions and the boy/girl tags, pick up a 
brochure at our OCC table or go to samaritanspurse.org/occ. OCC 
requests that you include $7 for shipping if you can. This can be a 
check inside the box or donated online with the receipt attached to 
the box. 

 Individual items and cash donations are also welcome. If you don’t 
want to fill an entire shoebox, we’ll have a box in the Crossroads 
where you can drop off individual items. Our church youth will use 
these to fill additional boxes at our packing party. Or you can make a 
cash donation before November 1, and our youth will do the 
shopping for you. 

 Bring your items or your filled box to SOTP by November 6th .  
What goes into the box is fun, but what comes out of it is eternal. 
Before distributing the boxes, OCC adds a gospel book in the child’s 
native language, so the boxes truly are a way to demonstrate God’s 
love. Often the children are also invited to attend a 12-week 
discipleship program. And it could all start with a shoebox full of love 
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If you aren’t currently        
involved in ministry at                                       

Shepherd of the Prairie and 
would like to find your 

niche,           
please  contact Donna Kelly 

at                                               
donna@sotpmail.com or the 

church office at               
847/669-9448.                                                                

 
There are so many different  ways to get involved,  

you may be our missing piece! 
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Pastor Mark Boster 
847-515-2713 (Home) 

pastormark@sotpmail.com 
 

Pastor Bill Waxenberg 
Director of Adult Education 
pastorbill@sotpmail.com 

 

Greg Dowell 
Youth and Family Ministries Coordinator 

greg@sotpmail.com 
 

Jane McMullen 
Director of Music & Worship 

jane@sotpmail.com 
 

Dennis Lilla 
Technology Support Manager 

Donna Kelly 

Michelle Rankin 

Michael Waal 

 

Dave Shotick 
Accounting Administrator 

dave@sotpmail.com
 

Jill Gillming, Little Lambs Preschool 
 

Annette Boster, Cherub Choir 
 

Michael Waal,  
Blessings & Treasures Choirs 

 

Denise James, Joy Ringers 
 

Michael Parmele 
Sunday School Director 

 

Sue Wehnes, Renae Greene 
Contributions Secretaries 

 

Congregation Council 
Mike McCann, President 

Matt Greene, Vice President 

Amy Brittain, Secretary 

Jim Henley, Treasurer 
 

Adam Adams 
Marlene Boehler 

Cliff Dungey 
Bud Hansen 

Bob McDuffee 


