
Statement of Purpose 
“We care for God’s children of all ages by growing disciples who make disciples.” 

Congregational 
Newsletter 

December 2016 

Cඐකඑඛගඕඉඛ Eඞඍ 
 

* Candlelight Family    
       Service, 5:00 pm 

 

* Candlelight                                                      
Communion Service              

11:00 pm 

Cඐකඑඛගඕඉඛ Dඉඡ 
 

One Service 10:00 am 

Nඍඟ Yඍඉක’ඛ Eඞඍ 
 

New Year’s Eve       
Service, 5:00 pm 

Nඍඟ Yඍඉක’ඛ Dඉඡ 
One Service, 10:00 am 

 
 
 

 
Sunday, December 11th  

4:00—7:00 pm 
 

Travel back in time and                    
visit Bethlehem                            

on the night of Jesus’ birth.             
 Make the bread with                    

The Bethlehem Baker 
 Grind spies at                              

The Spice Shoppe 
 Visit The Woolery  
 Be counted at                              

The Census Taker’s Office. 
 Come see The Stable  
 End the night with a                         
Birthday Party for Jesus. 

 

Fun for all ages. 
All are welcome! 

Cඁඋංඌඍආൺඌ   
Nൾඐ Yൾൺඋ’ඌ  

Sൾඋඏංർൾඌ 
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Brothers and Sisters in Christ

Remember how you felt when you thought 
sure you would be awarded a prize, a ribbon 
or perhaps awaited the arrival of an 
important guest, and we did our best to be 
presentable and had our words all picked 
out, only to be passed over. 

Our name never came up, we were forgotten 
and the guest cancelled. All these 
expectations we have had built up in our 
mind never amounted to anything but a 
shattered dream.   

Do you think that the innkeeper would have given Mary and Joseph 
a first-class room had he known the significance of their visit? 

Who would give a second thought to a pair of unknown strangers 
asking for a room when the sign said, “No Vacancy?” Either send 
them to the competition down the street or let them sleep in the 
stable was the best he could do. Well, certainly he didn’t expect his 
establishment to be the birthplace of the world’s Redeemer, did he? 
One wonders what he felt afterward. 

Can you believe Christmas is near? 

How do we sometimes know to whom we have really talked or 
entertained in our home? 

Worse yet, whom have we turned away from our door when we had 
the opportunity to be helpful? You remember the book written a 
number of years ago by Dale Evans, “Angels Unaware.” That title is 
referred to in Hebrews 13:2; “Do not forget to entertain strangers, 
for by so doing some people have entertained angels without 
knowing it.” 

It makes me wonder if I will have the opportunity to meet people 
that I perhaps was less warm to than others, in heaven. What will 
be my excuse? 

That their visit was totally unexpected; or more honestly, surely 
some lame excuse that didn’t hold water in my self-described effort 
to be a servant. 

(Continued on page 3) 

A Note From Pastor Mark 
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In all of us, our minds play tricks as we delude ourselves into 
thinking that we are more important than the next person even 
though God created us all equal and in God’s own image to boot. 
However, since we have been given the freedom to think, we are 
often at odds as to what God would like us to do. 

Christ said he will come again. For some, this is fiction, for us 
believers it is an expectation. 

As this Christmas season comes upon us, think about these things 
the next time you answer your door, or await a guest, or have a 
chance meeting with a stranger, perhaps it is wise to take a different 
attitude as to what they have to say despite their looks or dress. 

Let’s not be like the innkeeper. 

What are you expecting this season? Nice gifts, plenty of food, a 
good time, good health? On what are your expectations based? 
How about last year? Did your expectations turn to fiction? Why 
was that? Let us put our trust in God and live each day with the full 
expectation that when God comes, we are ready. 

Advent and Christmas blessings to you and your family. 

Pastor Mark 

(Continued from page 2) 

Busy. Busy.  Busy.  So during the month of 
December, adult education classes will not 
meet.  However, in January we'll begin anew as 
we continue our journey toward Reformation 
500.  There's so much to learn!  Besides the 
Gospel of John and the Apostle Paul, who were 
the other great influences in Luther's life?  And 
then there's the Small Catechism to be 
studied.  And what about the other reformers: John Calvin, John 
Knox, and Ulrich Zwingli?  How did they fit into the whole 

(Continued on page 4) 

Adult Education News 

A Note From Pastor Mark Cont. 
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One of my favorite Christmas 
songs is “Mary Did You Know”. 
The words just seem to put in 
perspective the entire story of 
Jesus. At Christmas we think of a 
cuddly little baby, wrapped in 
blankets and lying in the manger. 
We enjoy the comforting picture of 
the angels visiting the shepherds 
and the shepherds in turn coming 
to the stable. And then there is the 
greatness of the Wisemen bringing their gifts. All these things in 
the biblical narrative speak to our hearts and our souls. 

But it is not often that when we think of the baby born in a 
manger that we think of the savior bleeding and dying on the 
cross and rising again. For the time being we put aside all of 
the imagery of Jesus and his disciples wandering the 
countryside healing and teaching and then the end in 
Jerusalem. 

The babe in the manger is the same as the man on the cross. 
The joy of Christmas is dwarfed by the joy of Easter. Only in 

(Continued on page 5) 

Ministry Musings 

Reformation movement?  And let's not forget the art and the music 
of the Reformation and, of course, the Lutheran church today.  All 
this is coming in 2017.  So when classes start up again in January, 
be sure to join us!  As always, we'll meet on Sunday morning at 10:20, 
and on Wednesdays at 11:00 am and 7:00 pm.  Until then?  Hopefully 
you've picked up an Advent Devotional Book and are using it, 
celebrating this season of preparation.  

Blessings to you.   

Pastor Bill 

(Continued from page 3) 

Pastor Bill’s Adult Education News Cont. 
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thinking of the entire span from creation to resurrection and 
beyond can we experience the complete story of God and his 
relationship with us. Both Genesis and John begin with, “In the 
beginning…” and the story will be complete when God renews 
his creation in its fullness. 

The song, “Mary Did You Know,” reminds me again each time 
I hear it that the God of creation, the I AM of the Exodus, the 
God of the prophets, the babe in the manger, the Jesus of 
Good Friday and Easter and the Spirit of Pentecost are one 
and the same; and that his story is not yet finished. He uses 
you and I to move the story forward until that day of 
completion arrives. May we be ready and willing to move 
forward in this journey. 

If you would like to view the video of the song, “Mary Did You 
Know”, please click here www.goo.gl/MVEuTT  

Donna Kelly 

(Continued from page 4) 

Pastor Bill’s Adult Education News Cont. 
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Shepherd of the Prairie continues to move Forward in Faith: 

 

Your Building Team is moving at a firm pace in order to begin the 
Bidding Process in January, 2017. Congregational Vote in 
February, with hopes of Breaking Ground on our New Mission 
Center in April/May, 2017. These dates are goals, and are fluid. 
Please pray for your Building Team and our congregation through 
this monumental and historic time here at SOTP. 
 

And Yes, the FUTURE IS NOW!!!!!!!!! 
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CHRISTMAS DAY HELP NEEDED 
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If you have not yet picked up your 2017 offering 
envelopes they are available in the Narthex/
Crossroads.  Note: the envelopes have been 
changed slightly from  previous years. Even if 
you are on SIMPLY GIVING you still need to 
pick up offering envelopes. Your envelope number is how we post 
your offerings; and you are given special offerings envelopes to use 
for Lent, Easter, Thanksgiving and Christmas. Those envelopes can 
be used for special giving for the various agencies supported by 
SOTP. 

Please include your NAME on your offering envelope. Please make 
sure you designate the funds on the envelope in conjunction with 
your pledge – general fund and Forward in Faith (building fund). We 
do not have time to verify against your pledge. Space is available on 
the envelope for special funds – food pantry, altar flowers, FOR-
WARD and other special giving. 

Please do not use the 2017 envelopes in 2016.  As a reminder, we 
only keep financial records for anyone that has envelopes issued.  If 
you want 2017 offering envelopes, contact Ralph Wehnes or the 
church office. 

HOLIDAY BAZAAR  ~ THANK YOU 

I want to thank everyone who helped make our 13th annual     
Christmas Bazaar a success.  Everyone who donated crafts and 
baked goods, helped to set up and take down the tables and the 
crafts, all the people who came to the Bazaar and purchased crafts 
and baked goodies, and everyone who helped to transport all the 
products.   

Tඏඍගඐඍක ඟඍ ඍඉකඖඍඌ $4,193.80                         
ඎක ඝක ඖඍඟ ඊඝඑඔඌඑඖඏ.   

We could not have done it without each and every 
one of you.  

Thank you and God Bless You.   

           Alice and the Prairie Crafters 

SHEPHERD OF THE PRAIRIE SPONSORS THE STUBBS FAMILY 
a missionary family in Tanzania.  Check out their website at 

www.StubbsMission.info 
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ADVENT DEVOTIONAL 

If you haven’t picked up your Advent  Daily De-
votional yet, please pick one up.  They are con-
veniently placed on the usher’s table in the 
Crossroads. 

Welcome to Advent—the time of year we re-
member Christ’s three-fold coming: at the end of 
all time as King of kings, at his continual coming 
in Word and Sacrament, and at his first coming 
as a babe in Bethlehem! 

Advent begins four Sundays before Christmas. 
This year that includes 28 days plus a couple of 
extra days, taking us to December 26. Here’s 

one idea for using this book. If you have an Advent wreath, one 
candle is lit on the First Sunday in Advent and the days following, 
two candles on the Second Sunday in Advent, and 
so on. If you don’t have an Advent wreath, a single 
candle will suffice for proclaiming Jesus as the Light 
of the world. After lighting the candle, you might ob-
serve a time of quiet to prepare your heart. Then 
there’s a suggested Bible verse to read, plus a de-
votion, followed by a prayer. Often the devotion 
ends with a question or questions for you to consid-
er. 

The cover has been designed by either Jill Dobek 
or Luke Mejdrich. 

CHRISTMAS GREETINGS TO SOTP FAMILY 

We all like to send Christmas greetings and love to our family at 
SOTP.  Instead of spending money and time on sending individual 
cards and postcards, why not bring in one card to post on our 

Christmas Bulletin Board in the Crossroads to 
give your greetings to all at once? 

Then you can take the money you would have 
spent on sending those cards to SOTP        
members and donate it to FORWARD! 

The bulletin board will be ready for your 
cards starting December 1st.  To give your 
gift simply mark “other” on your offering        
envelope and write in FORWARD.      

Merry Christmas! 
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Two wealthy Christians visited Korea, 
where they saw a boy pulling a crude 
plow across a field, while an old man 
held the plow handles. One of the 
Christians, an attorney was amused-
so he took a snapshot.  “I suppose 
they are very poor” he said later 
when he showed the picture to a local 
missionary interpreter.  “Yes was the 
quiet reply.  “That is the family of   
Chi Noui. When the church was being 
built, they were eager to give      

something, but they had no money, so they sold their only ox and 
gave the money to the church. That is why you saw them plowing 
that way.” The attorney and the businessman were silent. Then the 
businessman said, “That must have been a real sacrifice.”  “They 
did not call it that, said the missionary.  “They thought it was         
fortunate they had an ox to sell.” When they reached home, the   
attorney took that picture to his pastor and told him the story. “I   
want to double my pledge to the church,” he said “And please give 
me some plow work to do. I have never known what sacrifice for  
the church meant. A converted heathen taught me. I am ashamed 
to say I have never yet given anything to my church that cost me 
anything.”  Have you? 

 
Start the New Year right! Meet and greet with new (and old) fellow 
SOTP Christians.  
There are 4 ways to sign up or ask questions 
1.  Go to this link: www.goo.gl/jdRjQO  
2. Yellow signup sheet on the Cross  Roads Bulletin Board 
3. Contact Sandy at sandyhupert@gmail.com  
4. Contact Sandy by phone 224-569-6041 
 

  We gather in different groups of 6-8 people 
approximately 4 times from January – April, 
sharing a meal in the manner of each groups 
own determination.  Singles welcome.   

Sign up now!!!  
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 Tomato Sauce 

 Toothpaste 
 Deodorant 
 Baking Items (Sugar, 

Flour, Salt, Cake Mixes…) 
 Ketchup 

Aඇൽ ൺඌ ൺඅඐൺඒඌ,  
ർඁൾർඌ ආൺൽൾ ඈඎඍ 

ඍඈ SOTP ඐංඍඁ 
“Fඈඈൽ Pൺඇඍඋඒ” ංඇ 
ඍඁൾ ආൾආඈ ඐංඅඅ ൻൾ 

ൿඈඋඐൺඋൽൾൽ  

The Giving Trees are up.   

We are again sponsor 26 families, 15 from Grafton 
Food Pantry and 11 from Turning Point,          
Woodstock.  Turning Point helps and supports 
those who are going through abuse in families.   

Gifts MUST be back by Sunday, December 11 
for distribution.  All gifts are to be NEW 
items.  DO NOT GIFT WRAP the gifts, as      
wrapping paper is given to each family. Please 

secure the tag to either the bag or box.  A separate box will be   
available for gift cards only and large boxes will be available for 
packages.   

These two organizations are so thankful for all we do for them and 
in our hearts, we know we are bringing joy to very needy families.  If 
you have any questions, call Barb Hoppensteadt 847-669-0016. 

THE GIVING TREE 2016 

NAME TAGS 

More of our members are wearing name tags. It really 
helps visitors and new members meet other members.  
It’s also a great way to match faces with names.  One 
easy way to make everyone comfortable is to wear your 
name tag. If you have misplaced your name tag, you can 
order a new one at the “Welcome Center” in the Narthex/
Crossroads. It also helps Pastor Mark with names as our 
membership is over 1000. 
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goo.gl/2zKp9a 

CLEANING OUT ADULT ED ROOM 

Time to clean out!  Churches are notorious for collecting items that 
are never used again.  So during the month of 
December the adult education room (Pastor Bill's 
office) will be cleaned.  This means that all the 
drawers and cupboards will be gone through and 
anything not claimed will be thrown away.  If you 
have anything you want to save, please claim it 
before December 1.  After that, it will be 
gone!  Questions?  Contact Pastor Bill.  
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Teen Rebelion & Food Choices “Other” Religions  
 

QUICK STATS 
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Wඐඉග Kඑඖඌ ඎ Pඉකඍඖග? - Wඉඔග Mඝඍඔඔඍක, CPYU Pකඍඛඑඌඍඖග 

I’ve got a 30-year-old memory that still 
haunts and motivates me   to this day. It 
haunts me because it showed me the 
kind of pressure too many kids have to 
endure. It motivates me because it drives 
me to push myself and other parents to 
not make the same kind of memory for 
our kids.  

It was a crisp fall Saturday and I was 
seated with thousands of     others in a high school football stadium. 
Along with lots of other    curious folks, I turned to look at the father 
who was standing and screaming loudly at his son. “Come on! 
What’s wrong with you?   You need to make that play!” Finally, an-
other parent couldn’t       contain himself, and he yelled at the noisy 
dad. “Come on John! You’d think that was you out there.” Without 
skipping a beat, the   accused responded with some frightening 
words: “It is!”  

After years and years of listening to kids, searching the Scriptures, 
spending time with families, and pondering research, I’ve come to 
the conclusion that one of the most unhealthy and destructive   
things we can do to our kids is to live through them. You see, what 
happens is that we put undue pressure on our kids to perform and 
achieve on our behalf. We do this through sports, academics,      
appearance, and all kinds of other activities. In fact, Christian        
parents can sometimes seek their own value and worth through    
the spiritual state of their children. All this does is create an             
environment where our kids come to believe that our love, time,  
and attention is conditional on their performance, rather than on    
the fact that we simply love them.  

 In his book Parenting, Paul Tripp differentiates between Ownership 
parents and Ambassador parents. Ownership Parenting is motivat-
ed and shaped by what parents want for their children and from their 
children. If we choose to parent in this manner, we are driven by 
what we want our children to become so that we get something in 
return. . . like a stellar and perfect performance on the gridiron so 
that we can be validated ourselves.  

Because our children belong to God rather than to us, we need to 

(Continued on page 15) 

www.greggornat ion.com 
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www.greggornat ion.com 

adopt a posture of Ambassador Parenting. Tripp says that an Am-
bassador is one who faithfully represents the message, methods, 
and character of the leader who has sent him. Everything she does, 
every decision she makes, and every interaction must be shaped    
by this one question: “What is the will and plan of the one who sent 
me?”  

Which type of parent are you? Paul Tripp reminds us that “parenting 
is not first about what we want for our children or from our children, 
but about what God in grace has planned to do through us in our 
children.  

What steps do you need to take to ease the pressure on your kids 
and follow Jesus into His parental calling. . . that you become an 
Ambassador Parent and avoid the posture of an Ownership Parent? 

(Continued from page 14) 

These are certainly uncertain times. In fact, reading the news and 
watching our political/cultural situation unfold might leave you feeling 
like this month is the most uncertain period 
of life you’ve ever experienced.  
The times are changing. In so many ways, 
the familiar and comfortable foundations 
that we’ve become so familiar with that we 
take them for granted, are shifting beneath 
our feet. Of course, this is nothing new or 
unusual. Biblical history and world history 
reveal that times of certainty are actually 
few and far between. In the midst of this, 
God comes to us and says, “Trust me. I am 
doing something that whether you            
understand it or not, is part of a bigger     
picture and plan that I am working out to   
my Glory in the world.”  
Joshua faced similar uncertainty as he was 
preparing to lead the nation of Israel into the promised land after forty 
years of wandering. As he faced an imposing great unknown, God 
said these words: “Have I not commanded you? Be strong and coura-
geous. Do not be frightened, and do not be dismayed, for the Lord 
your God is with you wherever you go” (Joshua 1:9).   God is with us! 

“Have I not      command-
ed you? Be strong and 
courageous. Do not be 
frightened, and do not 
be    dismayed, for the 
Lord your God is with 
you wherever you go.”                  
 ~ Joshua 1:9  
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If you aren’t currently involved in ministry at                  
Shepherd of the Prairie and would like to find your niche, 

please  contact Donna Kelly at                                          
donna@sotpmail.com or the church office 

at  847/669-9448.                                                   
 

There are so many different  ways to get  
involved, you may be our missing piece! 
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Pastor Mark Boster 
847-515-2713 (Home) 

pastormark@sotpmail.com 
 

Pastor Bill Waxenberg 
Director of Adult Education 
pastorbill@sotpmail.com 

 

Greg Dowell 
Youth and Family Ministries Coordinator 

greg@sotpmail.com 
 

Jane McMullen 
Director of Music & Worship 

jane@sotpmail.com 
 

Dennis Lilla 
Technology Support Manager 

Donna Kelly 

Michelle Rankin 

Michael Waal 

 

Dave Shotick 
Accounting Administrator 

dave@sotpmail.com
 

Jill Gillming, Little Lambs Preschool 
 

Annette Boster, Cherub Choir 
 

Michael Waal,  
Blessings & Treasures Choirs 

 

Denise James, Joy Ringers 
 

Michael Parmele 
Sunday School Director 

 

Sue Wehnes, Renae Greene 
Contributions Secretaries 

 

Congregation Council 
Mike McCann, President 

Matt Greene, Vice President 

Amy Brittain, Secretary 

Jim Henley, Treasurer 
 

Adam Adams 
Marlene Boehler 

Cliff Dungey 
Bud Hansen 

Bob McDuffee 


