
Congregational 
Newsletter 
January 2019 

Statement of Purpose 
“We care for God’s children of all ages by growing disciples who make disciples.” 

Members Please Join Us 
 Saturday, January 19 & Sunday, January 20, following 

services, Special Meeting to Approve Changes to            
the Constitution 
(attend only one) 

 Sunday, January 27,                     
following 10:45 service,                    
Annual Meeting 
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Brothers and Sisters in Christ
A stranger or a neighbor calls you over and asks if 
you would mind holding a nail while he pounds it 
in. He’d do it himself, but he hit his thumb pretty 
bad on the last swing and it’s turning an ugly color.  
You don’t know too much about this guy’s ability 
as a carpenter and, of course, you really don’t 
want to nurse your own multi-colored throbbing 
thumb. Do you have the confidence to hold the nail while he gives it a 
good whack?  
12-year-old Jesus is found (Luke 2:41-52), after his parents’ frantic 
three-day search, in the temple courts listening and asking questions of 
the Jewish leaders. These leaders were astonished by his 
understanding and the depth of his questions.  
Aren’t we all, at one time or another, stumped by some of the questions 
or explanations emanating from the mouths and minds of our children 
and grandchildren?  
But Jesus was asking questions of a different nature, and learning 
more about his Father’s house.  
What do you feel confident about in your own faith?  
Is there any issue or verse in the Bible that bothers you on your 
Christian journey? Many of us read the Bible daily, but how many of us 
really search, question and take the time to understand what is being 
said and how it may pertain to our own journey with God?  
How many of us listen and question?  
If you don’t read the Bible, how do you know that what’s flowing out of 
the Pastor’s mouth, or some other believer’s mouth, is the truth? What 
is guiding you? How much more do you think you have matured in your 
faith and understanding of the Bible in the last six months? In the last 
two weeks? Are you growing confident in your walk or do you feel 
unsure?  
As we move into this New Year, I invite you to consider how God is 
calling you to grow into that seed of faith entrusted to you in baptism.  
What will you do to nurture your relationship with Christ and others? 
Jesus’ reply to his mother that day was this: “Why were you searching 
for me? Didn’t you know that I had to be in my Father’s house?” 
Shouldn’t that response motivate us, too, to learn more what the Bible 
has to teach us, so that we can grow more confident in our journey 
through a Christ-filled life? 
 

(Continued on page 3) 

A Note From Pastor Mark 
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Adult Education News 

“Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace to those on 
whom his favor rests”. Luke 2:14 (NIV) 
Peace on earth…Peace to those on whom his favor rests.. 

(Continued on page 4) 

Ministry Musings 

Adult Education News (Cont.) 

It's been called the most elegantly written of 
the four gospels.  It contains many of our 
favorite stories.  It portrays Jesus as the 
one grounded in his Jewish roots and yet 
open to everyone.  It's the Gospel 
according to St. Luke.  It's also the main 
gospel we'll hear at worship throughout this 
year.  So as it's read week after week, we 
ought to know what to listen for!  What's 
Luke's perspective on Jesus?  What's the role of prayer and the 
Holy Spirit in Jesus' life?  Besides the importance of women in this 
story of Jesus, what other surprises are there?  Let's get together 
and learn what to listen for--before we hear it in worship!  We'll 
begin on Sunday, January 6, 10:20-11:20, and then each week 
after up until Lent.  Or you can join us on Wednesday morning 
from 11:00-12:00.  One major difference: our Sunday morning 
class will meet in the music/education room in our new 
section of the building. It's much, much closer to the new 
sanctuary.  Our Wednesday class will continue to meet in the 
"old" adult ed room on the western end of the building.  Whichever 
you choose, we look forward to having you!   

Pastor Bill 

God bless you and your journey into the New Year.  Prayerfully 
consider where God is calling you to grow and nurture your faith in 
Christ. 
Peace, 

Pastor Mark 

(Continued from page 2) 
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Ministry Musings (Cont.) 

Peace is a commodity we all seek: peace in our 
world, peace in our families, peace in our cities and 
neighborhoods, peace between friends and 
neighbors, peace within ourselves.  Peace on earth 
seems to be the last thing we will be able to find here on earth. 
Jesus promises his peace; Paul calls it “the peace that passes all 
understanding” (Phil 4:7).  This peace brings together an inner 
tranquility with outward acts of ‘beating swords into plowshares’.  
We can bring that peace through care & visitation ministries, feeding 
the hungry, caring for the homeless and helpless, listening to the 
heartbroken and hurting, lifting our hearts and hands together in 
prayer, forgiving and being forgiven. 
Jesus associates the peace he promises to them and us with the 
coming of the Advocate, the Spirit, the helper who will link Jesus’ 
survivors with their deceased beloved and with God.  (The Holy 
Spirit is often called the Comforter.) 
Often when we think of the Holy Spirit we think of the wind at 
Pentecost (Acts 2: 1-4).  The Hebrew word is rauch which means 
wind/spirit/breath of God.  God breathed into Adam the breath of life 
(rauch) and man became a living being. (Wind) at Pentecost (acts 
2:1-4) , (breath) of Jesus in upper room (John 20:22).  The roots of 
the concept of the Holy Spirit are multiple and many faceted.  The 
animating principle of life, Pneuma (Greek) can be translated as 
breath of spirit.   
In John 14, Jesus speaks of the Spirit not as a force of nature 
(wind), but as another Advocate, “I will not leave you as orphans; I 
will come to you… But the Advocate, the Holy Spirit, whom the 
Father will send in my name, will teach you all things and remind 
you of everything I have said to you…  Peace I leave with you; my 
peace I give you.  I do not give to you as the world gives.  Do not let 
your hearts be troubles and do not be afraid.”  As he prepares his 
disciples for his leaving, he promises not to leave them alone but to 
come to them and be present with them through the Spirit, the 
breath of God.  They will receive the Spirit of Truth, who will come in 
Jesus’ absence and “be with you forever”; “he will abide with you” 
and “be in you”. 
Today that inspiring and illuminating work of the Spirit shines light 
on the ongoing efforts of believers to discern the will of God in their 

(Continued from page 3) 

(Continued on page 5) 
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“Come and see!” Jn 2:46b. If you have been 
worshipping with us for a while here at SOTP and 
would like to know more about us as a worshipping 
community, we would love to have you join us at our 
New Member Gathering. We will be offering the 
gathering on Sunday, February 11th from 3:00-5:30 
pm. This will be an opportunity for you to learn more 

about the life and ministry of SOTP and for you to consider prayerfully 
whether or not you want to formally become a member of the SOTP 
family. 
We will welcome new members the following weekend, February 17th 
& 18th. If you have any questions, please contact either Pastor Mark 
or Donna Kelly through the church office at 847/669-9448. 

NEW MEMBER GATHERING 

lives.  Living in God’s will and trusting in him brings peace into the 
lives of his people which we then in turn bring to those around us. 
Peace should be understood here in the sense of the Hebrew 
Shalom. Shalom is not just getting along or that absence of tension 
or conflict.  Shalom peace refers to the blessing of the Lord that 
results in harmony, wholeness, completeness, prosperity, welfare 
and tranquility.  This is the peace Jesus breathes on us as he gives 
us the Spirit.  May you have Shalom-peace in this new year! 

Donna Kelly 

(Continued from page 4) 

Ministry Musings (Cont.) 

Sඝඖඌඉඡ, Mඉකඋඐ 3, 5:00 - 7:00 ඘ඕ 
Come join the fun for one last celebration before 

lent at the SOTP chili cookoff!   
Bring  a pot of your best chili. 
Enter to win a special prize!! 

There will also be a contest for the kids as they 
decorate cupcakes. (Two divisions: up to 1st 

grade and 2nd to 5th grade) 
Sඑඏඖ ඝ඘ ඗ඖ ගඐඍ ඊඝඔඔඍගඑඖ ඊ඗ඉකඌ. 

Contact: Donna Kelly, Donna@sotpmail.com 

CHILI COOK OFF 
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The First Duty of Love is to Listen - Paul Tillich 
We are sponsoring another day of training for new 
Barnabas Ministers with Pastor Chuck Olson on 
Saturday, Feb 9, 2019 from 9 – 2, with lunch provided.   
What is the Barnabas Caregiving Program? 

It is a simple, effective program for training 
volunteers to give care in most institutional and home 
situations.  Giving care means having conversations with 
those who are homebound, in care facilities or facing some of 
life’s most difficult seasons to provide a listening ear and 
encouragement to those who need to be heard and cared for.   
The ministry is named after Barnabas, the apostle first 
mentioned in the book of Acts (4:36-37) who encouraged the 
twelve by selling a piece of property and laying a gift of the 
money at their feet.  In their gratitude the renamed him “Bar- 
Nabas” – “Son of Encouragement”.  Barnabas later traveled 
with Paul in bringing care and continued encouragement, 
along with the gospel, to the gentile world. 

What is a Barnabas Minister and what do they do? 
A Barnabas Minister is a skilled listener who encourages 
others by that listening.  They are trained in how to listen 
effectively, how to build relational skills, and in how to 
encourage others.  They will also be trained to bring 
Communion from the Assembly to the special person they 
visit.   

There are several ways to serve as a Barnabas Minister: 
 Caring for a loved one in your home  
 Caring for a congregational member who is homebound 
 Caring for a congregational member in a care facility 
 Serving on a hospital visitation team 
 Caring for a person dealing with a life issue 

After attending the training, participants are eligible to be 
commissioned as Barnabas Ministers.  After training, each trainee 
will be able to choose whether or not they wish to make a 
commitment to be a Barnabas Minister, and what form of service that 
will take.  Once a minister is commissioned, they will be matched with 
the care-received they will minister to. 
Training is Saturday, February 9th, 9am to 2pm (lunch and all 
materials will be provided).  Come and see if this is where God is 
calling you to serve.  To make a reservation for training or for more 
information Donna Sorensen, sorensensid@comcast.net 

BARNABAS CAREGIVING PROGRAM 

LIQUID CREAMER 
Eඖඒ඗ඡ Lඑ඙ඝඑඌ C඗ඎඎඍඍ Cකඍඉඕඍක?  It’s donated by 

church members.  Consider donating a bottle, 
just bring it to church. 
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FOOD PANTRY 

Tඁංඌ Wൾൾ඄ൾඇൽ Iඍൾආඌ Nൾൾൽൾൽ:  
D , S , T , 

R , T , T  P   
 

A   ,     SOTP                                  
  "F  P ”      

    . 

If you have lost a loved one and would like to be part 
of a group that can provide support, comfort and ideas 
for journeying through this season of grief, we here at 
Shepherd of the Prairie would like to provide that kind 
of opportunity for you.  There are no requirements, or 
need to commit to a specific length of time to attend 
nor that you must attend every session; you don’t even 

need to speak except to introduce yourself and tell us who you have 
lost.  There is no charge for participation in this group.  

This group is for all who have lost a loved one whether it is a spouse, 
a parent, a sibling, a child, a grandchild, a friend or any other 
relational loss.  We will meet every other Monday evening, beginning 
January 22nd from 6:30 to 8 pm.   

If you have any questions or to sign up, please contact Donna Kelly at 
donna@sotpmail.com or 214-676-1788 or through the church office. 

GRIEF JOURNEY GROUP 

GIVING TREE THANK YOU 

Giving Tree Thank You.  A BIG thank you to our great congregation 
who so generously made 30 families have a better 
Christmas.  Twelve families were from Turning Point, in 
Woodstock, who shelter abused women and children and 
18 families from Grafton Food Pantry, who provide the 
food.  My wonderful helpers, 12 quilting ladies, Joy 
Nesta, who did the sorting and packing, Donna Kelly, 
Michelle Rankin, for their guidance, four drivers and 
Pastor Mark for purchasing those great display 
tables..  The success of this Ministry would never happen 
without all this help.   

Blessings to all and a BIG THANK YOU.  Barb Hoppensteadt   
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All women of SOTP are invited to join us for 
dinner at Jameson’s in Huntley on Friday, 
January 11th at 6pm.  It’s a fun night of 
dinner and fellowship.  We get together 
once a month.  Join us once—or monthly! 

Contact & RSVP to Joanne Schwartz             
847-659-1740 joanneschwartz@comcast.net 

POINSETTIA ORDERS THANK YOU! 

FEMALE FRIDAYS 

2019 OFFERING ENVELOPES 

Your 2019 offering envelopes are available for 
pick up in the Narthex. Here are some things to 
remember regarding the 2019 envelopes. 
1. Your name will be on the box 
2. Do NOT use 2019 envelopes in 2018 
3. The Mortgage Service (reducing the building debt) is listed on the 

2019 envelopes as “Forward in Faith (Building Fund)” The 
envelopes were ordered prior to the name change. 

4. Please fill in your preference for your offering in various funds. If 
this is left blank and there is nothing on the check, all money will 
go to General Fund 

5. All “Simply Giving” participants have envelopes issued. We need 
the envelope # to give credit for offerings received. Also, you may 
want to use the envelopes for special services. 

6. Please pick up your envelopes, as it will cost the Church more to 
mail than the cost of the box of envelopes. 

7. 7. If you are a non-member and want envelopes or if I missed you 
and you want envelopes, contact Ralph Wehnes at 224-569-2808. 

MEN’S FELLOWSHIP OPPORTUNITIES 

Men’s Coffee:  All men are invited to join us at 
McDonald’s by Walmart in Huntley every Tuesday at 
8:30 am for coffee & fellowship. 
Men’s Fellowship Breakfast:  All men invited to join 

us at Sammy’s restaurant the first Wednesday monthly at 9:00 am.   
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NORTHERN IL FOOD BANK 

The Food Bank feels it would be best for us to 
come on a weekday rather than a Saturday, 
since we need multiple sit-down jobs. We also 
want to choose a date when families might be 
available to serve together.  For those reasons, 
we have chosen Wednesday, June 19, 2019 for 
our next service date at NIFB.  Our project is 
scheduled to work from 9:00AM-11:30 that date.   
Please mark your calendars in advance so you 
can help do God’s Work with Your Hands at the Northern Illinois 
Food Bank, 273 Dearborn Ct., Geneva, IL.  Sign-up will be provided 
in the future.  Any questions please contact Sharon Stangle at 224-
628-2107 or send an email to stangle.ds@gmail.com. 
 

As the Isaiah 58:10 tells us, “Feed the hungry and help those in 
trouble, then your light will rise and the darkness around you will be 
as bright as day.” 

We are pleased to announce that, effective 
January 2, 2019, SOTP is expanding office 
hours.   

The office will be open from 9 AM to 2 PM, 
Monday through Friday.   

Our team looks forward to providing an 
excellent level of service to our congregation 
and friends in the community.   

If you have any questions, please contact 
our Office Manager, Michelle Rankin at 
michelle@sotpmail.com .  

“SALTING” THE SIDEWALKS 

If you need to de-ice the sidewalks, 
please use the de-icer that is in the 

bright orange buckets inside the doors.  
Do not use salt, it will destroy the 

sidewalk. 

Thank you for your help. 

Any questions, please contact                          
Chris Trodahl at chtrodahl@aol.com 

NEW OFFICE HOURS COMING 
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DECORATING THE CHURCH 

FEED MY STARVING CHILDREN THANK YOU 

LOVE IN A GLOVE BOX 
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PADS (Pඝඊඔඑඋ Aඋගඑ඗ඖ ග඗ Dඍඔඑඞඍක Sඐඍඔගඍක) 

D඗ Y඗ඝ Sඐ඗඘ Aඕඉජ඗ඖ? 
   

Shop AmazonSmile, when you select 
SOTP as your nonprofit, Amazon 
donates 0.5% of your eligible SOTP.   

FLOWERS FOR THE ALTAR 2019 

UNPLUGGED CHRISTMAS THANK YOU
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FINANCIAL NEWS 

Shepherd of the Prairie Financial Update 
 

Treasurer’s Report as of November 30, 2018  Below is a summary of the church’s 
income and expenses for the month and Year‐to‐date.  All are encouraged to give 
regularly, proporƟonally, faithfully, and generously to support our church’s mission 
and ministry all year long. 

 

General Fund Report   The General Fund Balance is $178,726.   OperaƟng Income for 
the month was $49,549 and Expenses for the month were $62,143.  

 

Building Fund Report The Building Fund Balance is $21,736 aŌer paying all the 
expenses related to the new building.  The first mortgage payment of $19,536 was  
made November 1st. and there was an addiƟonal principal payment of $13,881. 
Forward in Faith donaƟons totaled $401,433 Year‐to‐Date. 

   For Month 

General Fund    Actual   Budget  Difference 

 Income:  $  49,549 $  57,691 $  (8,142) 

 Expenses: $  62,143 $  57,194 $   4,949 
      

   For Year‐to‐Date  

General Fund   YTD Actual YTD Budget   Difference 

 Income:  $ 648,186 $ 634,601  $   13,585 

 Expenses: $ 616,699 $ 635,134  $  (18,435) 

       

Building Fund Balance $  21,736 
 

Forward in Faith YTD $ 401,433   
 

Respecƞully SubmiƩed, 
 

Daniel L. Wentzloff 
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STAFF 
Pastor Mark Boster                    
847-515-2713 (Home)                

pastormark@sotpmail.com 
Pastor Bill Waxenberg                 

Director of Adult Education          
pastorbill@sotpmail.com 

Greg Dowell                         
Youth and Family Ministries Coordinator   

greg@sotpmail.com 

Jill Gillming                          
Little Lambs Preschool 

LittleLambs@sotpmail.com 
Tyler Greene                         

Contemporary Worship Leader                   
Tyler@sotpmail.com 

Donna Kelly                          
Connections Facilitator 
donna@sotpmail.com 

Daryl Laird 
Business Administrator 
Daryl@sotpmail.com 

Dennis Lilla                          
Technology Support Manager               

sotpmail.com 

Jane McMullen                        
Director of Music & Worship            

jane@sotpmail.com

Michelle Rankin                       
Office Manager           

michelle@sotpmail.com 
Dave Shotick                         

Accounting Administrator        
dave@sotpmail.com

Michael Waal                       
Organist/Piano Accompanist  
michael@sotpmail.com 

CONGREGATION COUNCIL 
Bud Hansen, President 

Matt Greene, Vice President 
Amy Brittain, Secretary 

Dan Wentzloff, Treasurer 
Adam Adams 

Marlene Boehler 
Cliff Dungey 

Sheri Ott 
Nancy Ottinger 

JANUARY BIRTHDAYS STAFF ຺ COUNCIL
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DECEMBER SCHEDULES 

 Jan 5 & 6 Jan 12 & 13 Jan 19 & 20 Jan 26 & 27 
Presiding Minister Pastor Mark Boster 

Bulletin & 
Newsletter 

Folders 
FRI   Barb Krmpotich 

Elaine Neukirch 
Jody Linton 

Coffee Hour 
Host 

  

Coffee Hour 
Treats 

   

Communion 
Assistants  

9:00 
AM 

Jill Hoffman 
Carol Roth 

Donna Sorenson 
Cheryl Adams 

Elaine Neukirch  

10:45 
AM     

Communion 
Bread   

SAT 

SUN  
Tom Noessen 
Bev Pinnelli  

Lynn Broederdorf Michelle Saletta Elaine Neukirch 

Communion 
Set Up & 

Take Down  

5:00 
SAT Barb Hoppensteadt, Sue Mattiucci, Tom & Tamara Polzin  

9:00 
AM 

Jill Hoffman  
Donna Newbanks  

Judy Lindsey    
Sandy Schuessler  

Alice Miller              
Barb Davis  

Adele Wogstad 
Judie Symbal  

10:45 
AM 

Sandy Hupert    
Linda Jahr  

Marlene Boehler 
Sandy Petersen  

Kara Burg        
Jenny Hollabaugh  

Pam & Darren 
Walloch 

Counters MON Ralph Wehnes, Warren Brody, Howard Larson & Rick Miller 

Greeters 

HELP      
NEEDED  

5:00 
SAT 

Stevie Massei 
Carol & Arnie 

Didricksen 

Carol & Arnie 
Didricksen, Steve & 

Linda Murphy  

Nancy Zunker & 
Karen Eckert  

Vik Bekeris 

9:00 
AM 

Barb Pagano  
Sue Wehnes  
Terry Halpin 

Chris & Sara Solem 
Terry Halpin 

Barb Niemiec 
Marian Mesenbrink 

Terry Halpin 

Evelyn Gniot 
Terry Halpin 

Dolly Cardascio 

10:45 
AM 

Vik & Kathy Pizarro 
Bob & Carolyn Malm 

Lori Paeth 

Jim & Barb Auwerda 
Bob & Carolyn Malm 

Tracy & Bob 
McDuffee 

Bob & Carolyn Malm 

Allie Schroeder 
Bob & Carolyn Malm 

Nursery 

9:00 
AM Jen Powe Jen Nagel Jen Powe Judie Symbal 

10:45 
AM Blue Geller  

Blue Geller 
Judie Symbal 

Sandy Hupert 
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 DECEMBER SCHEDULES (C඗ඖග.) 
 Jan 5 & 6 Jan 12 & 13 Jan 19 & 20 Jan 26 & 27 

Ushers 

SAT     
5:00 PM 

DENIS MINUTILLO 
Carol Minutillo  

 Jim Murphy 
Diana Murphy 

Carol Hartman 
Sue Mattiucci 

RANDI DAWSON 
Karen Eckert  

SUN   
9:00 AM 

WAYNE SCHMIDT 
Walter Lemke 
John Jensen 
Warren Brody  

 JACK CONTI 
Merlyn Thompson 
Harriet Thompson 

Dick Gerhart  

VIK BEKERIS 
Joanne Bychowsky 

Ralph & Sue 
Wehnes 

Dave Stangle [A] 
Sharon Stangle [A] 
Carol Engstrom [A] 

Ralph Wehnes 
Sue Wehnes 

Jerry & Pat Darow 
Dennis & Sally 

Houghton 
Jeff Stipes [S]  

ED CUTTLE [A] 
Carolyn Cuttle [A] 

SUN    
10:45 
AM 

BOB MCDUFFEE 
Vik Bekeris 

Chuck Peterson 
Jacob Fiandalo  

MARK FRENDREIS 
Charlie Powe 
Vik Bekeris 

Sandi Stewart  

JOHN BOEHLER 
Darren Walloch 

Don Koerner 
Jessica Panella  

ANDREW SZEKELY 
Jim & Marina Rhode 

Kim Szekely 
Bob Mollis  

Visuals  
9:00 AM  Josh Harding Josh Harding Josh Harding 

10:45 
AM Jack Ott Alan Torkelson  Alan Torkelson 

9:00 AM Jack & Mary Conti Cheryl Adams 
Jan Suski 

Joyce Thompson 
Alice Miller 

Barbara Davis 
10:45 
AM 

Marty Jacobsen 
Jan Curtis 

Sandy Werner 
Keith Steen 

Elaine Neukirch 
Judy Petropolis 

Steve & Carol Legel 

Worship 
Leader 

SAT  
5PM  

10:45 
AM Tyler Greene 

Welcome 
Center 

Sound  

5:00 
SAT Dan Wills Dan Wills Dick Brush Dick Brush 

9:00 AM Jim Rice Tom Polzin Jim Rice Tom Polzin 
10:45 
AM Brian Ott Tim Torkelson Brian Ott Tim Torkelson 

If you aren’t 
currently involved in 

a ministry at 
Shepherd of the 

Prairie and would like 
to find your niche, 

please contact  Donna Kelly through the 
church office or Donna@sotpmail.com 


