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KIDS CONNECT KICKOFF
We had the best time starting a brand-
new year together—new program, new
time, a freshly decorated room, and of
course… the sweetest part, build-your-
own sundaes! What a great start to the
program year!  All preschool - 5  grade
kids are invited to join us on Sunday
mornings.  www.bit.ly/SOTPKC2526
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A NOTE FROM PASTOR MARK

We have all come into this world with 
nothing. We have only survived because 
someone provided the care and nurturing we 
needed when, as infants, we were helpless.

From that time on, we have been provided 
for through the grace of God. God provides 
for us for two reasons. 

First, because God loves us and finds joy in 
giving us what we need. 

Second, because God wants us to share with a world that needs
his love through us. 

Our acts of righteousness and our service to God’s world is, in a
way, an unspoken “thank you” to God. A generous heart is just as
important as the goods we distribute – it defines who we are on
the inside.

An attitude of gratefulness allows us to freely give away
something of ourselves. The decision to share blesses both us and
the receivers. They may see your good works as evidence of your
faith in Jesus.

I was reminded of this from a text I read this morning in
Deuteronomy 24:19-22.I invite you to read the text before
continuing. You who know farming will appreciate it. 

God reminds his people that there was a time when they were
slaves in Egypt and had very little of their own. God tells them not
to forget that history, so that they will appreciate having
something now to share with others. It’s a reminder to not use all
that we “harvest” for ourselves, but to allow some to remain as a
gift to those less fortunate than us.

Do you remember a time when you were without something that
you now have? (For example, skills, finances, a job, friends, etc.)
Share your story, and the gratefulness you feel.

                                                                                               (Continued)
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A NOTE FROM PASTOR MARK

(Continued)

What “seed,” given to you by God, have you stored away? (For
example, talents or skills.) Are you willing to share this with
others? What charities are close to your heart? How has God
made you overflow with grace and kindness? What ideas can you
share with someone who needs a friend? How does that serve
God?

Our October stewardship emphasis this year “Everyone has a
Purpose and Place to Serve” calls us to consider these things.  We
will hear how God’s story connects with ours in everyday life. We
will be encouraged to find a place to connect and serve. We will
discover joy in generosity. We will celebrate all that God has done
through Shepherd the Prairie and where God is leading into the
new year. 

Please mark Saturday, October 25  on your calendar. All
members of SOTP are invited to join us for a celebration dinner,
catered by Huntley’s newest restaurant (Café Roma). Wartburg
Seminary professor Winston Persaud will be our special guest. 

th

We are indeed blessed to be a blessing. Thanks so much for all
you are doing to make Christ known.

I’ll see you in worship!
Pastor Mark

              (A prayer to pray during the month of October)
     Lord, as we reflect on what blessings we have, give us       
     thankful hearts. Open our eyes to those who have needs, so 
     that we may be generous and righteous givers, not expecting 
     a thank you, but full of joy in serving you. Amen.
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MINISTRY MUSING WITH DONNA

This last Youth Sunday, we had 8 kids 
ranging from 1  to 12  grade singing at the st th

10:45 service. Hearing and seeing them 
singing, “Oh the overwhelming, never-
ending, reckless love of God…” touched my
 heart in an amazing way. My heart ached 
and tears filled my eyes as those children 
sang of God’s love for them, and for us all.

It also led me to think about how Jesus’ love 
is reckless. The dictionary defines reckless as, “
marked by lack of proper caution: careless of consequences. It
also lists synonyms as: adventurous, venturesome, daring, rash,
foolhardy; meaning exposing oneself to danger more than
required by good sense”. 

And isn’t that just how Jesus is? He came to live among us,
knowing that we humans don’t always show good sense. He lived,
healed, taught, ate with sinners, touched the unclean, and called
out the self-righteous. He came to show us who God is; how God
loves without counting the cost. I’m sure he knew that many
would take advantage, be unappreciative and unreceptive. Most
likely he knew his actions could very well lead to death, maybe
even the cross. But Jesus chose to love…to not draw back, hide
away, or place conditions on his love, but to love recklessly up to
the very end. He loved those whom society said were unlovable,
unclean, unworthy, sinners. He also loved those self-righteous he
called out, trying in every way possible to help them see that love.

And he calls us to love the same way, “Love one another as I have
loved you. By this everyone will know you are my disciples”. That
says to me that our love is called to be overwhelming, never-
ending and reckless. Not to just love those who look or act like us,
but those our society is trying to make unlovable, unclean,
unworthy, sinners. We are called to be daring, rash, foolhardy and
reckless in our love; open and unconditional.

Jesus’ love was “overwhelming, never-ending and reckless, and
we are called to be the same!

Donna Kelly
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CELEBRATION DINNER!

You are invited to our 
culmination of this 
year’s stewardship 
Celebration Dinner
Saturday, 
October 25  at 5pm th

with special guest 
speaker Dr. Persaud. 
Dr. Persaud is 
Professor of 
Systematic Theology 
at Wartburg 
Theological Seminary, Dubuque, Iowa. He is a graduate of the
University of St. Andrews, Scotland (Ph. D., 1980), Wartburg
Theological Seminary (Master of Divinity, 1977), and the
University of Guyana (BA, 1974). He is a native of Guyana, where
he served his home congregation, Redeemer Lutheran Church,
prior to joining the Wartburg faculty, in February 1984. His
teaching and research are focused on defining and confessing the
gospel of Jesus Christ in a world of religious and non-religious
alternatives. Dr. Persaud seeks to speak of God’s justifying grace
in and through Jesus Christ in a way that makes the technical
language of Scripture and the Confessions connect with the
questions people are asking in everyday life. 
Come enjoy a great evening together with God's people at SOTP
with food from Cafe Roma.
No charge for the dinner thanks to a great deal from Cafe Roma
and a generous donation.
Limited to the first 200 people.  
Sign up now at www.bit.ly/SOTPcelebrate2025
Contact: Pastor Ryan Mackey 
pastorryan@sotpmail.com
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MAKING SENSE OF SCRIPTURE

Study on the Book, Making Sense of 
Scripture by David Lose.  More than a 
standard biblical reference book, Making 
Sense of Scripture is a dialogue that 
encourages readers to bring their questions 
or doubts to the table.

Wednesdays at 6pm through November 5th.

Contact: Donna Kelly
donna@sotpmail.com

1 SAMUEL STUDY

Thursdays at 11am we continue exploring
 the book of 1 Samuel, with a focus on the 
history and culture of the times, a clearer 
understanding of Messianic prophecy, and 
application of this material to our lives as 
Children of God.

Contact: Dave Kolzow
drkolzow@gmail.com

GALATIANS STUDY

Join Pastor Mark for Bible Study on 
Wednesdays at 11am in the Maple Room.

Contact: Pastor Mark Boster
pastormark@sotpmail.com 
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HELPING HANDS-THANK YOU!

On behalf of the Helping Hands Committe, 
we would like to thank all those that help 
make a funeral luncheon possible.  Thank 
you for your donations of food and time.  
You are all greatly appreciated.

Contact: Marilyn Wilhelm
paxfm1971@gmail.com

MATTHEW 101 - ONE DAY CLASS

For centuries (literally) the Gospel according 
to Matthew was the primary gospel for the 
church. The majority of Sunday readings 
came from Matthew. Matthew was known as 
"the teaching gospel of the church." 

It was like a catechism--until 1978 when the 
green Lutheran Book of Worship was 
published and then Mark and Luke got their 
just due! Each of the three gospels was 
pretty much given a full year. (The Gospel 
according to John has been used historically at Christmas and
Easter.) For the past year, our Sunday readings have, by and large,
come from Luke. But now, once more, beginning with the First
Sunday in Advent (November 30), it's Matthew's turn again. So
let's prepare! On Saturday, October 4, 10:00-2:00, we'll present
"Matthew 101--A New Perspective." Come join us! All you need 
to do is go to www.bit.ly/SOTPmatt101 to sign up. We look
forward to seeing you!

Contact: Pastor Bill Waxenberg
bwaxenberg@gmail.com
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HALF TRUTHS IN THE BIBLE

HALF TRUTHS: God Helps Those Who Help 
Themselves and Other Things the Bible 
Doesn't Say
Author: Adam Hamilton
Facilitator: Jan Spees
Dates & Times (5 weeks)

Fridays beginning on September 12,
11:00 AM to Noon, ending on October 10
in the Maple Room
Sundays beginning on September 14,
10:20 AM to 11:20 AM, ending on October 12 in the Willow
Room

Week 4 - Oct 3 & 5: God Said It, I Believe It, That Settles It
Week 5 - Oct 10 & 12: Love the Sinner, Hate the Sin
Contact Jan Spees
janetspees@gmail.com

NEW MEMBER GATHERING

If you have been 
worshipping with us at 
SOTP in person or 
online and would like 
to know more about us 
as a worshipping
community, we would 
love to have you join 
us at our New Member 
Gathering. We will be 
holding the gathering 
on Sunday, November 
9th, from 3 - 5:30pm. 
This will be an opportunity for you to learn more about the life
and ministry of SOTP and for you to consider prayerfully whether
or not you want to formally become a member of the SOTP family.
If you have any questions, contact Donna.

Contact: Donna Kelly
donna@sotpmail.com
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FEEDING THE HOMELESS

APPLE BUTTER WEEKEND

Help feed the homeless.
In need of side dishes 
that go with pulled pork
sandwiches & desserts.  
Drop off at SOTP by 
10am 10/17/25.
Volunteers needed at 
Willow Creek 11:30am
Contact see Vik Bekeris
vikbek66@yahoo.com
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Proceeds go to Feed My 
Starving Children.
Friday: Peeling and 
   prepping apples at 
   1:30 pm
Saturday: Cooking and 
   jarring apples from  
   3:30am - 3pm
Before & After Services: 
   Selling apple butter 
   (price TBD soon)
UNDER AGE OF 12 MUST BE SUPERVISED BY AN ADULT
SATURDAY BRING OUTDOOR CHAIR - join us for an hour or
more - take turns stirring the apple butter and enjoy fellowship
with your church family. Please sign up if you know you'll be
joining us - more hands make it more fun and less work for all! Pot
must be stirred continuously.
Sign up now at www.bit.ly/SOTPapples25

Donuts & coffee for morning
Chili provided by pastors in the afternoon

Contacts:
Friday Peeling, Cutting & Cleanup: Jerry Darow at jnd42@aol.com
Saturday (Cooking): Cal Meyer at calmeyer526@gmail.com
Saturday (Jarring): Jill Gillming at jill@sotpmail.com
Saturday & Sunday Selling: Pastor Mark Boster at 
     pastormark@sotpmail.com 9
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WEDNESDAY DINNERS

ADOPT A HIGHWAY CLEANUP

Every Wednesday night, 
SOTP has got your 
dinner covered! All are 
welcome at 6pm for a 
family friendly meal. 
The meal is free, but a 
free will donation of 
$4/meal is encouraged. 
MENU:
10/1    Cookout/BBQ
10/8    Subs
10/15   Mexican
10/22   Pasta
10/29   Breakfast
*All subject to change
Please register ahead of time if possible so we know
approximately how many we are cooking for each week.
Sign up: www.bit.ly/SOTPdine1025
Contact Pastor Ryan    
pastorryan@sotpmail.com

We will need 10-15 
participants for this 
project. It is scheduled 
for Saturday 10/18/25 
at 10am.

Location: Huntley Fire 
Protection District 
Station #5 (13300 
Hennig Rd.)

Sign up at: 
www.bit.ly/SOTPhwy1025

Contact: Jim Saletta 
jsaletta@sbcglobal.net 
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TRUNK OR TREAT

FRIENDSGIVING DINNER CHURCH

Come one, come all to 
our annual Trunk or 
Treat!
Trunks needed, register 
here and let us know 
you'll be joining us. 
Please bring your own 
goodies to hand out.
You can start arriving 
Saturday, October 25  th

at 11:30 am to set up 
trunks.  Everyone 
must be in their spots by 12:45 pm for safety reasons.
Volunteers needed, sign up at www.bit.ly/SOTPtrunnk25 to:

Set up
During event
Clean up

Contact: Jill Gillming 
jill@sotpmail.com

We are continuing a tradition with our 
FRIENDSGIVING DINNER CHURCH. 

We will gather on Wednesday, November 
26th at 6pm to share dinner together, 
worship and participate in the Lord’s Supper. 

It will be very much like our Lenten Dinner 
Church gatherings. SOTP will provide turkey, 
ham and drinks, and the sides, salads and 
desserts will be brought by attendees. 

We are asking that if you would like to attend, please register at
www.bit.ly/SOTPfriends25 and let us know what you plan to
bring, either a side dish, salad or dessert. So get out your favorite
family holiday recipes to share.

Contact: Donna Kelly 
donna@sotpmail.com
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FEED MY STARVING CHILDREN

FRIENDSGIVING DINNER CHURCH

Calling All Shepherd 
of the Prairie Families
Please join us for a 
Mission Event at Feed 
My Starving Children – 
Schaumburg on 
Saturday, November 
8th. Our goal is to 
bring 100 volunteers 
from the SOTP 
community to this fun 
and rewarding 2-hour food packing session. Confirmation
candidates and their families are especially requested to attend.
Children and Teens are welcome and encouraged to attend. If
volunteering your children, please keep in mind the ratio of
children to adults below:

Grades K-2: 1 child to 1 adult
Grades 3-6: 3 children to 1 adult
Grades 7-12: 4 children to 1 adult

Arrive between 8:45 - 8:50 AM for check in and orientation
To learn more about Feed My Starving Children, visit
https://www.fmsc.org/about-us.
Contact John Witt 
 john_witt@outlook.com
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SIGN UP FOR OUR EMAILS

Sign up to receive only
what you want from us.

Go to:
www.bit.ly/
SOTPEMAIL

Contact: Michelle Rankin
michelle@sotpmail.com
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KIDS CONNECT SUNDAYS

ADVENTURE CLUB

All preschool (Age 3) - 
5th Graders are invited 
to join us one time - or 
weekly!

NEW TIME: SUNDAYS 
10:10-10:40 AM
* Parents check kids in 
and drop them off 
by the Fellowship Hall.

Register now at; 
www.bit.ly/SOTPKC2526

Contact: Jill Gillming  
jill@sotpmail.com 

All 4th & 5th Graders 
are invited to join us 
weekly on Wednesdays 
at 7pm September 17
through April 22 from 
7:00 - 8:00 pm with the 
exception of these dates 
that we WILL NOT 
be meeting: 

Nov 26
Dec 24
Dec 31
Feb 18 -- Lent

Register now at www.bit.ly/SOTPadv2526

Contact: Jill Gillming  
jill@sotpmail.com 
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CHILDREN’S CHRISTMAS PROGRAM

LITTLE LAMBS PRESCHOOL

This year’s Christmas 
musical, “Crazy, Busy, 
Peaceful, Holy Night” 
will be presented on 
Saturday, December 6 
at the 5:00pm worship 
service and Sunday, 
December 7 at the 
10:45am worship 
service. 
Here are some 
important dates to add 
to your calendar:

Rehearsals will take place every Sunday 9/28-11/30 from
2:00-4:00pm
NO REHEARSAL 10/12
December 6- Dress Rehearsal 10:00am-11:30am followed by
a pizza party!
December 6-5:00pm Worship Musical
December 7-10:45am Worship Musical

Contact: Annette Boster  zsjg@comcast.net

Preschool for children
age 2 (by 9/1) through 5.

Program runs Tues, Wed 
& Thurs.  Sign up for 1, 2
or 3 days a week. 9am to
noon.

Go online to 
www.bit.ly/SOTPLLambs
to sign up for more info.

Contact: Jill Gillming  
littlelambs@sotpmail.com 
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NORTHERN IL FOOD BANK-THANK YOU!

Results of the Northern Illinois Food Bank 
Volunteer Packing Event held on 
Saturday, September 13.

A small but mighty group bagged 4,140 
pounds of potatoes, the equivalent of 
3,450 meals.  

Here are some pictures from the event.

I want to thank all those that participated 
including some newer volunteers.

Contact: Elizabeth Trout, Mission Committee
etrout411@comcast.net
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TREASURERS REPORT

PRAIRIE POINT QUILTERS

Happy Fall everyone! We finally have over 
90 quilts for the dedication in October! The 
sanctuary will be covered in colors and 
comfort. This is a batik quilt of many colors
just beautiful. The faces popping out above 
the quilt are Alice, Jeannine and Sue. Looking 
forward to all the oooohs and aaahs when 
you see all of these colorful quilts.

Bev Kenny 
krkbjk@comcast.net
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SATURDAY, OCTOBER 4
MATTHEW 101—A NEW PERSPECTIVE WITH
PASTOR BILL, 10AM (PG 7)

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 17
FEEDING THE HOMELESS (PG 9)

WEEKEND OF OCTOBER 17-19
APPLE BUTTER WEEKEND (PG 9)

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 18
ADOPT A HIGHWAY CLEANUP (PG 10)

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 25 
TRUNK OR TREAT, 1PM (PG 11)
EVERYONE HAS A PURPOSE AND PLACE TO SERVE
CELEBRATION! 5PM (PG 8)

 

HIGHLIGHTED EVENTS
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SATURDAY, NOV 8
FEED MY STARVING
CHILDREN, 9AM (PG 12)
SUNDAY, NOV 9 NEW
MEMBER GATHERING, 3PM
(PG 6)

WEDNESDAY, NOV 26 
FRIENDSGIVING DINNER
CHURCH, 6PM (PG 11)

 

REGULARLY SCHEDULED

SUNDAYS 
8:30-11AM (1ST) FOOD DRIVE
8:30AM-NOON CRAFT SALES TABLE
9:00 AM TRADITIONAL WORSHIP
10:10 AM KIDS CONNECT 
10:20 AM ADULT EDUCATION
10:45 AM CONTEMPORARY WORSHIP
1:00 PM FBW
2:00 PM CHILDREN’S CHRISTMAS PROGRAM  
         REHEARSAL
 

MONDAYS
9:00 AM (3RD) GAZEBO VALOR QUILTS
10:30 AM FBW
12:30 PM FRIENDS (WOMEN'S) BIBLE STUDY
6:30 PM BOY SCOUTS TROOP 200
7:00 PM (2ND) MINISTRY NIGHT
7:00 PM (3RD) COUNCIL MEETING
 

TUESDAYS
7:30-8:30 AM MORNING MOVEMENT 
8:00 AM MEN’S COFFEE (MCD’S BY HUNTLEY 
        WALMART)
9:00 AM (1ST & 3RD), PRAIRIE POINTE QUILTERS
9:00 AM LITTLE LAMBS PRESCHOOL
8:00AM (2ND) GAZEBO VALOR QUILT GUILD
9:15 AM AL-ANON MEETING
10:00 AM GRIEF JOURNEY GROUP
2:00 PM (2ND) WHAT’S NEXT GROUP FOR SENIORS
2:00 PM (3RD) DEMENTIA CAREGIVER SUPPORT 
        GROUP
6:30 PM (1ST), SCOUT TROOP 200 COMMITTEE
6:30 PM (1ST), BOY SCOUTS PATROL LEADER’S 
        COUNCIL

7:00 PM TRANSITIONS JOURNEY THROUGH LOSS
7:00 PM CUB SCOUTS, TIGERS
7:00 PM FBW
7:00 PM AL-ANON MEETING
7:00 PM  BELLS REHEARSAL
 

WEDNESDAYS 
9:00 AM LITTLE LAMBS PRESCHOOL
10:30 AM WOMEN’S FBW 
11:00 AM GOD’S GIRLS (DEL WEBB) BIBLE STUDY
11:00 AM ADULT BIBLE STUDY
6:00 PM WEDNESDAY NIGHT DINNERS
7:00 PM CONFIRMATION
7:00 PM ADVENTURE CLUB
7:00 PM ADULT CHOIR REHEARSAL
 

THURSDAYS
7:30-8:30 AM MORNING MOVEMENT 
9:00 AM LITTLE LAMBS PRESCHOOL
9:00 AM (2ND), PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY
1:00 PM (1ST) BOOK CLUB
6:30 PM (2ND), LIONS CLUB
6:30 PM HIGH SCHOOL YOUTH GROUP
7:00 PM CUB SCOUTS
 

FRIDAYS
10:00 AM WOMEN’S COFFEE (MCD’S BY HUNTLEY
WALMART)
10:30 AM FBW
 

SATURDAYS
5:00 PM WORSHIP
 

VIEW 
ALL:
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OCTOBER BIRTHDAYS
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STAFF
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Oct 4/5 Oct 11/12 Oct 18/19 Oct 25/26

Counters Doug Nagel, Marilyn Wilhelm & Ronda Shoemaker

Greeters

SUN
9AM

Carol
Engstrom

Elaine Gillam

Eileen Gerald
Terry Halpin

Dottie
Bobzin

Candace
Beck

Laura
Attaway

Cyndi
Monson

SUN
10:45

AM
Carolyn & Bob Malm

Ushers

SAT
5PM

Karen Eckert
Lynn Meyers

Tom &
Therese Cox

Carol
Hartman

Peggy Lynn
Loiselle

Steve
Murphy

Chuck Davis

SUN
9AM

WALTER
LEMKE

 Tim
Bueschel

 Jeff Stangle
 Mickey &

Cathy Kappel

JACK CONTI
 Cheryl

Rotermund
 John & Patti

Witt
 Carol

Engstrom

MIKE
MALCZEWSKI

 Wayne
Schmidt

 Arja Kasper
 Dan

Wentzloff
 Don

Wickersham
 Andrew Lick

RALPH
WEHNES

 Stan
Crissman

 Jerry & Pat
Darrow
 George
Attaway

 Chuck Zindel

SUN
10:45

AM

BOB
MCDUFFEE

 Tim & Karen
Doyle

JIM STANCL
 Mike &

Peggy Kargol

DOUG
NAGEL

 Don Koerner
 Judy

Petropulos

BOB MOLLIS
 Diane Mollis

Monika
Wihtendahl

Welcome
Center

SUN
9AM

Jocelyn
Doden Tara

Mackey

Don
Wickersham

Mike McCann

Karen
Brodsky
Jocelyn
Doden

Sue Wehnes

SUN
10:45

AM

Deanne
Byers

Martha
Jacobson

Kim Stancl
Elizabeth

Trout

Sandy
Hupert

Judy
Petropulos
Elizabeth

Trout

INVOLVEMENT SCHEDULE
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CHURCH COUNCIL
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10805 MAIN STREET
HUNTLEY, IL  60142

(847)669-9448     SOTP.ORG

SHEPHERD OF THE PRAIRIE LUTHERAN CHURCH IS A CONGREGATION OF THE EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH IN AMERICA. 
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