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A NOTE FROM PASTOR MARK
I remember during the time of 9/11 that our 
church’s attendance at Faith Lutheran in 
Washington, IL, increased for several weeks. 
When additional national threats to our 
country did not materialize, attendance sank 
to normal numbers. 
Why did this happen? 
                              It’s probably not unusual. 
Don’t we all flock to God in time of trouble, 
asking for release from our fear, sickness, or 
any crisis that befalls us? 
Psalm 46:1 says that God is our refuge and strength, a very
present help in trouble. So we reach for God daily. 
But, human as we are, we often return to our own devices when
the crisis has passed. Why don’t we continue to lean on the
everlasting arms of God for continued comfort and guidance
(every day)? 
This reminds me of my own childhood, when I ran (or snuck) into
my mom and dad’s bedroom during the night for comfort from the
boogie man, from the “something” hiding under my bed or in my
closet, or from a loud crash of thunder. Then, in the morning, it
was back to good old daylight and safety. I was fine “on my own”
until bedtime, or another crisis. 
When we’re worried or sick, when we lose our income, home or
loved ones, our minds and hearts are busy sending out prayers.
We pray despite our weakness. We feel God’s power because we
know that God cares. God listens, walks with us, and comforts us.
None of us are immune to periods of weakness, sickness or
distress. 
But we expect Jesus to come again. He is with us now, and will
come again to complete the work of restoration, to bring light to
the world. 
God’s power encourages us to rejoice in hope, and to share this 
hope with others. Jesus’ promise can help us to stand steadfast in
times of  hardship, sickness or any disaster that befalls us. 
Jesus proclaims that, while life will not be easy, he has overcome
the world with light. As we put God first in our thoughts, minds
and souls, we have hope every day.
I’ll see you in worship!  Pastor Mark
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A NOTE FROM PASTOR RYAN
As you know, we’ve been exploring the
power of words this year. Starting with the 
word we received on the back of a paper star
sometime in the first part of the year and 
continuing through our Lenten journey with 
The Difficult Words of Jesus, we have been 
wrestling with our words, growing into them, 
listening for God’s voice to teach us 
something or for the Holy Spirit to guide us 
through them.

While I’ve been carrying the word from my 
star with me (which is youth), another word has crept into my life
this year and taken hold. That word is curiosity.

We are living in a culture and society that seems to be more
concerned with certainty and being right rather than keeping an
open mind and approaching things with a desire to learn or an
openness to be changed. All around us—in our families, in the
public square, in politics, and in religion/faith—we can see people
who have drawn lines in the sand, planted their flag in one camp
or another (you choose the metaphor). They become certain of
something and close their hearts and minds to anything that
might push back against the line they’ve drawn or the flag they’ve
planted.

The antidote to this, I believe, is curiosity. Imagine how different
our world would look if everyone approached everything with
curiosity rather than certainty. Imagine if we approached all
people, belief systems, cultures, history, science, and yes,
Scripture, God, Jesus, the Holy Spirit, and faith/religion with
curiosity instead of assuming we’ve got it all already figured out.
How different would all our interactions be? Think of how we
could better connect with others, especially others who are
different or believe differently from us, if we interact with them
with a sense of wonder.

Imagine how Scripture could come alive in our hearts, minds, and
souls if we approached every verse with a sense of curiosity
rather than certainty. As a pastor, I have many conversations with
people who hold a very rigid, certain view of Scripture. The fact is,
Scripture is so ancient, so complex, so rich, and translated so
many ways that we fool ourselves if we think we could ever be 

(continued)
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A NOTE FROM PASTOR RYAN
(continued)

definitively certain of the meaning of each verse. No matter how
scholarly someone becomes, how well-versed in Biblical studies,
there always comes a point when knowledge gives way to
interpretation. 

None of us was able to walk with Moses or Abraham. None of us
was able to walk with Jesus and witness his ministry firsthand
(not even any of the New Testament writers). We must, instead,
rely on the spoken and written accounts of who did, and
interpret their interpretations of what they saw. This is where
the beauty of curiosity opens up. The Scriptures are living
documents, speaking in new ways to new people in new times
and new places. God finds ways to speak people of every time
and place through the Words that have stood the test of time,
and when we approach them with curiosity, we find new ways of
hearing God’s voice, new ways of experiencing Jesus’ calling,
and new ways of feeling the presence of the Hoy Spirit.

Here is my challenge for you. There is a difference between
embedded theology (the faith/assumptions we carry with us
simply because it was taught to us by our parents/grandparents
or by Sunday School teachers—the kind of faith we’ve carried
since childhood and never wrestled with) 
and deliberative theology (the kind of 
faith/understanding we develop 
through reflection and learning, always
giving deep consideration to
new/unexpected/unusual/uncomfortable
 information). Think about any 
assumptions you have/are making about 
God, Jesus, and Scripture. What 
assumptions do you tend to make about 
faith/religion? What assumptions do you
 make about your neighbor or a stranger? 
How could you further shift your life to
 approach everything with curiosity? In 
what ways may God be trying to open 
your heart or mind to something new?

May you be blessed with a spirit of 
curiosity and wonder, and may the love 
of God go with you today and always,
Pastor Ryan
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MINISTRY MUSING WITH DONNA
Life today seems so full of anger, mistrust, 
and anxiety. Our country has become 
extremely polarized; we seem to be 
developing into a people who draw lines in 
the sand between “us” and “them” and 
refuse to welcome others who see things 
differently than we do. But even more 
concerning, we sometimes forget to love like 
Jesus has called us to. In Matthew 25, Jesus 
tells a story of how when we feed the hungry, 
give a drink to the thirsty, clothe the naked, 
welcome the stranger, care for the sick or 
visit the prisoner, we are doing it to him, and when we refuse, we
are also refusing him.
But sometimes we let feat overwhelm us and allow power,
security, control and self-sufficiency to become our principal
values and believe that our way or point of view is not only the
best way, but the only way.
So how do we wipe out those lines in the sand, or our idea that
those who hold a different opinion or value system are enemies?
How can we mend broken hearts and lives and learn to live in
harmony again? Well, in Matthew 5 Jesus challenges us, “I’m
telling you to love your enemies…Let them bring out the best in
you, not the worst. When someone gives you a hard time, respond
with the energies of prayer, for then you are working out of your
trues selves, your God-given selves…You’re kingdom subjects.
Now live like it. Live out your God-created identity. Live
generously and graciously toward others, the way God lives
toward you.” (The Message)
This prayer of St. Francis of Assisi calls us to live as Jesus taught:
     Lord, make me an instrument of your peace.
     Where there is hatred, let me bring love.
     Where there is offence, let me bring pardon.
     Where there is discord, let me bring union.
     Where there is error, let me bring truth.
     Where there is doubt, let me bring faith.
     Where there is despair, let me bring hope.
     Where there is darkness, let me bring your light.
     Where there is sadness, let me bring joy.
     O Master, let me not seek as much to be consoled as to console,
     to be understood as to understand, to be loved as to love,
     for it is in giving that one receives, it is in self-forgetting that one finds,
     it is in pardoning that one is pardoned, 
     it is in dying that one is raised to eternal life.

Donna Kelly
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MEMORY GARDEN NICHES
Have you seen our 
Memory Garden on the 
West end of the 
Church building? 

There are still niches 
available for members.
Each niche holds
one or two urns.

Contact Ralph or Stan
Crissman for more
information and pricing.  

Contact: Ralph Wehnes at ralphwehnes@sbcglobal.net 

BIBLE STUDY WITH PASTOR MARK
Join Pastor Mark for 
Bible Study on 
Galatians 
Wednesdays at 11am
in the Maple Room.

Sign up for more
information on Church 
Center or email 
Pastor Mark

Contact: 
Pastor Mark Boster 
at pastormark@sotpmail.com

6
SHEPHERD OF THE PRAIRIE LUTHERAN CHURCH - HUNTLEY, IL - SOTP.ORG - NOVEMBER 2025

mailto:ralphwehnes@sbcglobal.net
mailto:pastormark@sotpmail.com


COFFEE GROUPS FOR MEN & WOMEN

In collaboration with the 
Alzheimer’s Association, 
we will be offering a 
support group for 
caregivers for friends 
and/or family members 
with Dementia.
Our support group meets 
at SOTP in the library 
every third Tuesday of 
the month at 2pm to 
learn and support each 
other. For more information, contact Donna Kelly by email or
through the church office.

Sign up on Church Center to receive more information on this
group.

Contact: Donna Kelly at donna@sotpmail.com 
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BLUE CHRISTMAS SERVICE
We will be hosting our
Blue Christmas Service 
on Thursday, 
December 11 at 7pm. 
This is a simple service 
of readings and carols 
in remembrance of the 
losses in our lives. If 
you have suffered any 
kind of loss (a loved 
one, a relationship, a 
job, purpose, a sense 
of self…) and would like to honor that loss this Christmas, please
join us. Registration is not required.
For more information, please contact Donna Kelly

Contact Donna Kelly at donna@sotpmail.com

NEW MEMBER GATHERING
If you have been 
worshipping with us at 
SOTP in person or 
online and would like 
to know more about us 
as a worshipping
community, we would 
love to have you join 
us at our New Member 
Gathering. We will be 
holding the gathering 
on Sunday, November 
9th, from 3 - 5:30pm. 
This will be an opportunity for you to learn more about the life
and ministry of SOTP and for you to consider prayerfully whether
or not you want to formally become a member of the SOTP family.
If you have any questions, contact Donna.

Contact: Donna Kelly at donna@sotpmail.com
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ARTIST SERIES-BASKET FUNDRAISER
Your Artist Series 
committee is asking for 
your help with 
donations that we can 
use to fill baskets for 
our TWELVE BASKETS 
OF CHRISTMAS SILENT
AUCTION which 
supports the Artist 
Series here at Shepherd 
of the Prairie.
These baskets will be auctioned at our Christmas musical on
December 7 . This is the only true fund raiser that the Artist
Series does on a yearly basis. New items can be donated by
contacting Carolyn Cuttle for additional information. Cut off date
is November 25 .

th

th

We thank you for your support over the past seven years and look
forward as we start our 8  year of entertainment here at SOTP.th

Contact Carolyn Cuttle at ednca@comcast.net

FRIENDSGIVING DINNER CHURCH
We are continuing a 
tradition here at SOTP 
with FRIENDSGIVING 
DINNER CHURCH. We 
will gather at 6pm to 
share dinner together, 
worship and participate 
in the Lord’s Supper. It 
will be very much like 
our Lenten Dinner 
Church gatherings.
SOTP will provide 
turkey, ham and drinks, and the sides, salads and desserts will be
brought by attendees.. We are asking that if you would like to
attend, please register online or at the registration desk and let us
know what you plan to bring, either a side dish, salad or dessert.
So get out your favorite family holiday recipes to share.
Contact: Donna Kelly at donna@sotpmail.com
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WEDNESDAY DINNERS

CHILDREN’S CHRISTMAS PROGRAM

Every Wednesday night, 
SOTP has got your 
dinner covered! All are 
welcome at 6pm for a 
family friendly meal. 
The meal is free, but a 
free will donation of 
$4/meal is encouraged. 
MENU:
11/5    Cookout/BBQ
11/12   Subs
11/19   Mexican
*All subject to change
Please register ahead of time if possible so we know
approximately how many we are cooking for each week.
Sign up: www.bit.ly/SOTPdine1025
Contact Pastor Ryan at pastorryan@sotpmail.com

Join us as our children
share their Christmas
program with us:

Saturday, December
6 at 5pm
Sunday, December
7 at 10:45 am

 They have been
working on this weekly
since the end of
September and are so
excited to share the
story with us.
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MAKE ORNAMENTS FOR SOTP

FRIENDSGIVING DINNER CHURCH

Asking families and 
individual people to 
create simple to make, 
beautiful ornaments to 
hang on the pencil trees 
by the Welcome Center.

Join us Saturday,
November 15  between th

3:30 - 5pm or Sunday, 
November 16  between th

8am - 1pm

Contact Donna Kelly at donna@sotpmail.com
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Each year a mighty 
group of helpers make 
the sanctuary and 
gathering area beautiful
for Christmas. Please 
join in the fun of 
decorating the SOTP 
for the Season. Friday, 
December 5th starting 
at 9am we will gather 
to make all things 
Christmas and beautiful.

Contact: Carolyn Cuttle at ednca@comcast.net
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ARTIST SERIES CHRISTMAS PROGRAM

FRIENDSGIVING DINNER CHURCH

Tis the Season to be 
Jolly with “A Bing 
Crosby Christmas” the 
Artist Series presents
 “A Bing Crosby 
Christmas with Jared 
Bradshaw", featuring 
the music of the 
Andrews Sisters on 
Sunday, December 7, 
2025 at 5:00pm.  No 
tickets are required and 
freewill donations are gratefully accepted.
In the spirit of the holiday season, the SOTP Artist Series will also
present a silent auction with themed gift baskets for the holidays
starting at 4:00pm. Guests are invited to come early and join in
the festivities.
Broadway’s Jared Bradshaw celebrates America’s favorite crooner
in a concert that’s a humdinger of a good time. Bursting with
charm, Bradshaw takes a walk down memory lane with warm,
touching stories. His swinging band features a talented trio
singing the joyful harmonies of the Andrew Sisters. Treasured hits
include “Jingle Bells”, “Ac-cent-tchu-ate The Positive”, “Mele
Kalikimaka”, and “White Christmas”. 
Bradshaw starred as Willy Wonka (US/performance) in the
original Broadway cast of Charlie and the Chocolate Factory, also
performing the role for the Tony Awards at Radio City Music Hall.
He appeared in Jersey Boys, for an eight year run, swinging
several roles in the Broadway, Off-Broadway, Chicago, and First
National Tour Casts. He entertains audiences around the world
aboard Disney Cruse Ships. And currently performs for Walt
Disney Entertainment’s Finding Nemo: The Big, Blue, and Beyond
as the actor/puppeteer for Great White Shark Bruce at Disney’s
Animal Kingdom. Other credits include The Music Man, Guys and
Dolls, Parade, Cabaret and many more. Bradshaw is married to
Broadway actress Lindsay Northen.
Artists Lounge Live is a Chicago-based production company
created by married team Executive Producer Michael Ingersoll and
Artistic Director Angela Ingersoll. It presents captivating concerts
nationwide, featuring singular talents singing classic pop hits,
superb musicianship, and intimate storytelling. 
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Come along on 
a journey to 
learn sign 
language and 
make it a part 
of your 
devotional life. 
Beginning in 
November the 
Daily Devotions 
will include 
videos 
imbedded to 
help those 
wishing to learn sign language. 
Thanks to Annette Kandell and Dennis Houghton for their hard
work on the production of these videos. The use of sign language
has be shown to increase cognitive learning, supports literacy
skills, promotes empathy and inclusion and builds confidence in
expression. Come along on the journey of learning and when
comfortable feel free to use your new found skills in worship!

SIGN LANGUAGE TUTORIALS

CHRISTMAS EVE WORSHIP



KIDS CONNECT SUNDAYS

ADVENTURE CLUB

All preschool (Age 3) - 
5th Graders are invited 
to join us one time - or 
weekly!

NEW TIME: SUNDAYS 
10:10-10:40 AM
* Parents check kids in 
and drop them off 
by the Fellowship Hall.

Register now at; 
www.bit.ly/SOTPKC2526

Contact: Jill Gillming at jill@sotpmail.com 

All 4th & 5th Graders 
are invited to join us 
weekly on Wednesdays 
at 7pm September 17
through April 22 from 
7:00 - 8:00 pm with the 
exception of these dates 
that we WILL NOT 
be meeting: 

Nov 26
Dec 24
Dec 31
Feb 18 -- Lent

Register now at www.bit.ly/SOTPadv2526

Contact: Jill Gillming at jill@sotpmail.com 
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APPLE BUTTER WEEKEND-THANK YOU!

15

CHURCH COUNCIL

What a great weekend it was sharing in
fellowship with all who helped make over
140 jars of apple butter! 

We are so thankful to each and every
person who participated, from peeling, to
early mornings around the stirring pot, to
those who purchased and helped us raise
$1,638 for Feed My Starving Children!

What a powerful weekend to watch as our
church community came together for a
great (and yummy) cause!

A big thank to everyone who purchased
Apple Butter for our Feed My Starving
Children Fundraiser. 

We would like to recycle the jars, 
just in case we ever do this event 

again in the future. 
Feel free to return to the church both the

jar and the ring which can also be reused.  
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FRIDAY, DEC 5
DECORATE SOTP FOR CHRISTMAS

WEEKEND OF DEC 6 & 7
CHILDREN’S CHRISTMAS PROGRAM

SUNDAY, DEC 7
ARTIST SERIES CONCERT “A BING CROSBY
CHRISTMAS”

THURSDAY, DEC 11
BLUE CHRISTMAS SERVICE

WEEKEND OF DEC 20 & 21
CHRISTMAS EDITION OF CRAFT TABLE

CHRISTMAS EVE
WORSHIP SERVICES

 

HIGHLIGHTED EVENTS
SUNDAY, NOV 9 

NEW MEMBER GATHERING
WEEKEND OF NOV 15 & 16

CHRISTMAS ORNAMENT
WORKSHOP 

WEDNESDAY, NOV 26 
FRIENDSGIVING DINNER
CHURCH

 

REGULARLY SCHEDULED
SUNDAYS 
8:30-11AM (1ST) FOOD DRIVE
9:00 AM TRADITIONAL WORSHIP
10:10 AM KIDS CONNECT 
10:20 AM ADULT EDUCATION
10:45 AM CONTEMPORARY WORSHIP
1:00 PM FBW
2:00 PM CHILDREN’S CHRISTMAS PROGRAM
REHEARSAL
 

MONDAYS
9:00 AM (3RD) GAZEBO VALOR QUILTS
10:30 AM FBW
12:30 PM FRIENDS (WOMEN'S) BIBLE STUDY
6:30 PM BOY SCOUTS TROOP 200
7:00 PM (2ND) MINISTRY NIGHT
7:00 PM (3RD) COUNCIL MEETING
 

TUESDAYS
7:30-8:30 AM MORNING MOVEMENT 
8:00 AM MEN’S COFFEE (MCD’S BY HUNTLEY
WALMART)
9:00 AM (1ST & 3RD), PRAIRIE POINTE QUILTERS
9:00 AM LITTLE LAMBS PRESCHOOL
9:15 AM AL-ANON MEETING
10:00 AM GRIEF JOURNEY GROUP
2:30 PM ( 2ND), BARNABAS
6:30 PM (1ST), SCOUT TROOP 200 COMMITTEE
6:30 PM (1ST), BOY SCOUTS PATROL LEADER’S
COUNCIL

7:00 PM TRANSITIONS JOURNEY THROUGH LOSS
7:00 PM CUB SCOUTS, TIGERS
7:00 PM FBW
7:00 PM AL-ANON MEETING
7:00 PM  BELLS REHEARSAL
 

WEDNESDAYS 
9:00 AM LITTLE LAMBS PRESCHOOL
10:30 AM WOMEN’S FBW 
11:00 AM GOD’S GIRLS (DEL WEBB) BIBLE STUDY
11:00 AM ADULT BIBLE STUDY
5:45 PM WEDNESDAY NIGHT DINNERS
7:00 PM CONFIRMATION
7:00 PM ADVENTURE CLUB
7:00 PM ADULT CHOIR REHEARSAL
 

THURSDAYS
7:30-8:30 AM MORNING MOVEMENT 
9:00 AM LITTLE LAMBS PRESCHOOL
9:00 AM (2ND), PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY
1:00 PM (1ST) BOOK CLUB
6:30 PM (2ND), LIONS CLUB
6:30 PM HIGH SCHOOL YOUTH GROUP
7:00 PM CUB SCOUTS
 

FRIDAYS
10:00 AM WOMEN’S COFFEE (MCD’S BY HUNTLEY
WALMART)
10:30 AM FBW
 

SATURDAYS
5:00 PM WORSHIP
 

VIEW 
ALL:
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PRAIRIE POINT QUILTERS
It’s Dedication Sunday again! We placed 105 
quilts around the sanctuary and it looks warm, 
cozy and very colorful. Thank you for all the 
ladies who helped make the quilts, and all of 
you who donated fabrics and money to 
support our group. Earlier this year we also 
donated three quilts to CASA for foster 
children. We will also donate about 10 quilts 
from the 105 to Turning Point . The wonderful 
ladies who have been making the quilts are: 
Sue Blumer, Barb Davis, Roz Eckardt, Sue 
Flesher, Eileen Gerald, Annette Kandell, Sandy Meyer, Alice Miller,
Carlene Moeller, Nancy Morbeck, Jeannine Penley , Bev Pinnelli,
Claire Rollings, Lauretta Sage, Cynthia Schoenfeld, Carol Spiller
and Carol Waxenberg . In the picture, back row are Eileen, Sue,
Alice and Lauretta. Front row are Bev K, Sandy and Bev P. Taking
the picture is Nancy.

Thank all of you,
Bev Kenny 17
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NOVEMBER BIRTHDAYS

STAFF
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Nov 1/2 Nov 8/9 Nov 15/16 Nov 22/23 Nov 29/30

Communion
Bread

Sat Sandy Scalise

Sun PJ
Knudsen

Jeanne
Henley

Ann
Malandruccolo

Laura
Attaway

Linda
Wright

Counters Nov. Ralph Wehnes, Diana Murphy & Marilyn Wilhelm

Greeters

SUN
9AM

Carol
Engstrom

Elaine
Gillam

Eileen
Gerald
Terry

Halpin

Dottie
Bobzin

Candace
Beck

Laura
Attaway

Cyndi
Monson

Terry
Halpin/
Elaine
Gillam

SUN
10:45

AM
Carolyn & Bob Malm

Ushers

SAT
5PM

Karen
Eckert
Lynn

Meyers

Tom &
Therese

Cox

Carol
Hartman

Peggy Lynn
Loiselle

Steve
Murphy Jim

Murphy

Chuck Davis
Carol Davis

SUN
9AM

WALTER
LEMKE

 Tim
Bueschel

 Jeff
Stangle

 Bill
Vallee

Bob
Henderso
nMickey
& Cathy
Kappel

JACK
CONTI
 Cheryl

Rotermund
 John &

Patti Witt
 Carol

Engstrom
Sue

Blumer

STAN
CRISSMAN

 Wayne
Schmidt

 Arja Kasper
 Dan

Wentzloff
Jeff Ottens

 Andrew Lick

RALPH
WEHNES

 Don
Wickersham 
 Jerry & Pat

Darrow
 George
Attaway
 Chuck
Zindel

RALPH
WEHNES

Don
Wickersham
Jerry & Pat

Darrow
George
Attaway
Chuck
Zindel

SUN
10:45

AM

BOB
MCDUFFE

E
 Tim &
Karen
Doyle

JIM
STANCL
 Mike &

Patti
Kargol

Andrew
Szekely

DOUG
NAGEL

 Don
Koerner

 Judy
Petropulos

Max
Wondriska

BOB
MOLLIS
 Diane
Mollis

Monika
Wihtendahl

BOB
MOLLIS
 Diane
Mollis

Monika
Wihtendahl

Welcome
Center

SUN
9AM

Elizabeth
Liotus

Jocelyn
Doden
Karen

Brodsky

Karen
Brodsky Sue

Wehnes

Elizabeth
Liotus

SUN
10:45

AM

Deanne
Byers
Marty

Jacobson

Kim Stancl
Elizabeth

Trout

Elizabeth
Trout Sandy

Hupert

Bob Malm
Judy

Petropulos

INVOLVEMENT SCHEDULE
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10805 MAIN STREET
HUNTLEY, IL  60142

(847)669-9448     SOTP.ORG

SHEPHERD OF THE PRAIRIE LUTHERAN CHURCH IS A CONGREGATION OF THE EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH IN AMERICA. 
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