
A HUGE thank you 
to our amazing kids, parents,
volunteers, and leaders who
made this year’s Christmas

Program such a meaningful gift to
our church family!
Your joy, hard work, 

and dedication beautifully
reminded us Jesus truly is the

reason for the season. 
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A NOTE FROM PASTOR MARK
Dear Ones,

As the New Year begins, Matthew 2:12 (the 
text for Epiphany, January 6) offers a quiet 
but powerful word of guidance: “Having been
warned in a dream not to return to Herod, 
they left for their own country by another 
road.” The Magi’s journey did not end at the 
manger. Encountering Christ changed not 
only their destination, but their direction.

The New Year often invites us to keep 
moving forward on familiar paths—habits, routines,
assumptions that feel safe because they are known. Yet this
verse reminds us that faithfulness sometimes means listening
for God’s warning and being willing to choose a different road.
The Magi trusted that God’s guidance, even when it disrupted
their plans, would lead them toward life and away from harm.

As we step into a new year, we do so with dreams, hopes, and
perhaps fears. Matthew 2:12 invites us to pause and ask, where
might God be redirecting us? What paths no longer serve love,
justice, or faith? Following Christ may call us to leave behind old
routes marked by fear, resentment, or complacency, and to walk
a road shaped by courage, compassion, and trust.

The New Year is not just about turning the calendar, but about
being open to transformation—returning home changed, and
choosing, by God’s grace, another way forward.

May the peace of Christ, which surpasses all understanding,
guard your hearts and minds as we step into a new year—
hopeful, grateful, and filled with expectation for all that God will
do among us.

In Christ’s love, 

Pastor Mark
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A NOTE FROM PASTOR RYAN

“When you pray, move your feet.”

This African proverb is a concise yet 
powerful reminder that our prayers, and 
by extension our faith, have to be about 
more than words or thoughts. The late 
Congressman John Lewis used this 
proverb as a mantra in his work on human 
rights and illuminated this proverb in his 
memoir, saying: "There is an old African 
proverb: ‘When you pray, move your feet.’ 
As a nation, we must move our feet, our hands, our hearts, our
resources to build and not to tear down, to reconcile and not to
divide, to love and not to hate, to heal and not to kill."

As we begin this new year in the season of hope we call
Christmas, and slowly begin to turn our focus toward the deep
reflection of season of Lent (and eventually the renewed hope of
Easter), I invite us all to remember the true gift Jesus was and is
for us, the way he built community among us, and the sacrifice he
made.

On December 25, we once again celebrated the day God joined
us as one of us, underscoring the profound intimacy of our
relationship with God. We praised Jesus as being the light of the
world. The people who walked in darkness have seen a great
light; those who lived in a land of deep darkness—on them light
has shined. (Isaiah 9:2, NRSV) 

There is a lot to feel down about in this world, and Jesus
encourages us to take all our fears, anxieties, sufferings, grief,
and struggles to him through prayer. That should be merely the
start of our process. Our prayers represent a conversation in so
many ways. They are, of course, a conversation between us and
God, but if you think about it, they are also a conversation we
have with ourselves. When we settle ourselves into a time of
open reflection as we pray, we find that our mind begins to
connect with our heart, revealing our deepest concerns, passions,
and desires. It is those moments we should pay close attention
to, for it is in those moments we can find ourselves inspired to
focus our energy, resources, and time in ways that bring the light
of Christ into a troubled world.
 

(continued)
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A NOTE FROM PASTOR RYAN
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(continued)

Each new year brings a new opportunity to try something new,
experience some growth, and live deeper in our faith and
relationship with God and our neighbors. We are the recipients
of such an incredible gift in the person of Jesus and the sacrifice
he made to be our Savior. May this be a year full of the kind of
prayer that inspires us to move our feet for the good of all. Let
us all honor Jesus as he deserves by finding the place we can
make the biggest positive impact in this world, pray for God’s
guidance, and then step out in active faith.

I pray that this year brings health, peace, joy, and love to you,
and that your year will be filled with all sorts of blessings as we
work to bring the light of Christ to all the world, working for that
day when all are loved and cared for. I pray that when you pray,
you move your feet. And know that I am right here with you,
praying and growing and working to be a better mover of my
own feet. Together we can do this to the glory of God!

May the Lord bless you and keep you this season and always!
Pastor Ryan

EMAIL SELECTIONS



MINISTRY MUSING WITH DONNA

It’s hard for me to believe that it is a new 
year already. For me, 2025 flew by!
 
Recently, I was reminded of something I 
heard in a keynote address quite a few 
years ago that has stayed close to my heart 
and spirit. Fr. John Powell was speaking at 
a convention for a marriage ministry that my 
husband and I were part of for many years. I 
don’t remember what he spoke about, or 
anything else that he said other than, “There 
is nothing you can do to make God love you any more than God
already does, and there is nothing you can do to make God love
you any less than God already does!” 

What an amazing statement about the “overwhelming, never
ending, restless love of God”. Sometimes we get down on
ourselves, wondering what our purpose is or if we are worthy of
the love of God and other people. Some may picture God as one
who keep tabs on every action, evaluating if the measure up. We
believe other people are doing that and often we may wonder if
God does the same. Frequently we imagine God to be like the
people we know and the life we experience.
But as this new year begins, I hope you take to heart the
statement Fr. John Powell made, “There is nothing you can do to
make God love you any more than God already does, and there
is nothing you can do to make God love you any less than God
already does!” Read that again; sit with it. Hold it in your mind
and your spirit until you believe it. Let the love of God flood you
with the Spirit and always remember, you are God’s beloved
child and always will be.

Donna Kelly
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ANNUAL MEETING

RELEASE & RENEW

Would you like to begin 
the new year in a 
meaningful way? 

Come join us in a time of 
meditation and prayer. 
Release & Renew, a self-
guided practice of 
meditation, practice and 
prayer, will take place in 
our Fellowship Hall in an 
open house format 
between 7am and 8pm on Tuesday, January 6th. 
For more information contact: Donna Kelly through the church
office 847-669-9448.
Contact: Donna Kelly at donna@sotpmail.com
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WEDNESDAY NIGHT BIBLE STUDY

Our Wednesday 
Night Bible study 
will begin on 
Wed Jan 7 at 
6pm. We will 
meet for six 
weeks until lent 
begins on Ash 
Wednesday. Our 
group will be 
using the book, 
“A Faith of Many 
Rooms’, written by Debie Thomas. 

We will be looking at different points of view of faith communities
and how our point of view can shape our faith. The book is
available on Amazon for $15 or you can order through Donna. For
more information, contact Donna.

Contact: DonnaKelly at donna@sotpmail.com

Do you enjoy reading? 
Looking for a way to 
connect with others? 
Then you just might 
enjoy our Book Club. 
We take turns reading 
different genres . 
Books being discussed 
at our upcoming meeting:

January: THE 
      MAGIC HOUR by 
      Kristin Hannah. 
     The discussion will be led by Diana Murphy and our meeting 
     will be on the 2nd Thursday (1/8) because of New Year's Day.

February: THE MEASURE by Nikki Erlick.  Facilitator for
February is Therese Cox.

Contact: Dottie Bobzin at dbinil@att.net

BOOK CLUB
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POINSETTIA & DECOR THANK YOU

A huge thank you for everyone who decorated the sanctuary and
gathering areas this Christmas 2025. Without your help, it would
not have been possible to make SOTP so very beautiful.
Thank you for your help and support.
 
Thank you for making the church beautiful with the poinsettia
flowers this Christmas Season.  If you have not been able to pick
up your flowers, be sure the take them home with you. We do
have paper covers to protect the poinsettia on its way to your
home!!  We do appreciate your support in making this season so
beautiful and special.  Thank you.

BIBLE STUDY WITH PASTOR MARK
Join us for a 7-week 
Bible study on the 
Book of James, a 
practical and hope-
filled guide to living 
faith in everyday life. 
James speaks to 
people who are asking 
real questions: Where 
do I belong? What is 
my purpose? How do 
I live my faith in a 
complicated world?

Together we will explore how faith shapes identity, guides our
choices, forms our relationships, and calls us into meaningful
action. This study is grounded in Scripture, honest conversation,
and simple weekly practices that help connect God’s Word to
daily life.

All are welcome—no prior Bible study experience needed.
Whether you are new to the Bible, returning after time away, or
seeking renewed direction in your walk with Christ, this study
offers wisdom, encouragement, and community. Come discover
how God is already at work—shaping your faith, clarifying your
calling, and sending you into the world with purpose.

Contact: Pastor Mark Boster at pastormark@sotpmail.com 8
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BUDGET Q&A

FRIENDSGIVING DINNER CHURCH
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NEW MEMBER GATHERING
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This is the opportunity for members of the Congregation to
ask questions of the Finance Team about the proposed 2026
SOTP budget.



SUPPORT GROUPS

FRIENDSGIVING DINNER CHURCH
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ALL ARE INVITED 
TO JOIN OUR
SUPPORT GROUPS,
MEMBERS AND 
NON-MEMBERS.

Grief Journey is for
those mourning the
death of a loved one.

Transitions is for
those going through a
deep loss: death of a
loved one; job loss;
loss of a relationship;
empty nesting;
divorce; loss of health;
loss of purpose.

Dementia Caregiver
Support is in
collaboration with the
Alzheimer’s
Association, a support
group for caregivers,
friends and/or family
members with
Dementia.

What’s Next is a
group for seniors to
talk about changes
and challenges in life 
and ideas on how to
cope.

For more information
on any of our support
groups, reach out to
Donna:

Contact: Donna Kelly 
donna@sotpmail.com
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THE GARDEN ROOM
Matthew 26: 36  Jesus said to 
His Disciples: Sit Here in the 
Garden with Me, while I go 
and pray.
Dear Friends in Christ: Jesus is
also calling to each one of us. 
He is offering us an invitation 
to sit with Him and pray.
One Sunday morning this past 
fall, I was listening to one of Pastor Mark’s powerful sermons
that ended with a call to action. As I listened, an inner vision
began to present itself. It was the idea of a room somewhere in
the church, that would be set aside, apart from the sanctuary,
that could provide a space for quiet reflection. A place to sit,
listen, pray and just “BE” with Jesus.
Soon after that Sunday, I made an appointment to share this idea
with Pastor Mark. During our conversation he affirmed, that he
too, has envisioned a room used for this purpose for sometime.
Pastor Mark suggested that the current Library would be the
perfect room that could be used, and that the name could be
changed from the Library to The Garden Room based on the
scripture from Matthew 26:36.
It is the hope and prayer for the New Year of 2026, that the
Garden room will provide a place where all may go to, for solace,
peace and quiet reflection. A place where we may seek rest,
renewal and rejuvenation. And most importantly, a place to
sit and BE with Jesus, to be still and feel the great love and care
Jesus has for each one of us.
The Garden Room will open beginning on the first Sunday in
Lent, It will be available for your use from 8 -12:30 on Sunday
mornings. There will be resources laid out to guide you in prayer
and reflection which can be used at your discretion.
There will also be a prayer box available for you to put prayer
requests into. These requests will be prayed for each day of that
week.
Please come to the Garden Room to pray, sit, and know that
there is a friend named Jesus who wants to “walk with you and
talk with you, and to tell you that you are His own, and the joy
that you share as you tarry there, none other has ever know.”
Lyrics from In the Garden: By C. Austin Miles
Deacon Judy Rooney
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ARTIST SERIES-PIANO & ORGAN DUETS
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WINTER POT LUCK

The 
Fellowship 
Team is 
hosting a 
Winter 
Potluck 
Luncheon on 
Sunday, 
February 1 
at noon. 
Wea re 
asking last 
names 
beginning 
A-H and R – Z bring a hot dish or 
salad and last names beginning with I – Q bring desserts. 

This will be a time of fellowship and fun. Bring your favorite board
or card game to play with friends. Hope to see you there!

Contact: Donna Kelly at donna@sotpmail.com
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RECYCLING PLASTIC

FRIENDSGIVING DINNER CHURCH

UPDATE!!!
Del Webb Group 
now collecting at our 
church for another 
bench.

Contact: Tara Mackey 
rtmackey10@yahoo.com

Please consider signing 
up to donate flowers to
 brighten up the 
sanctuary. Each 
arrangement is $52.
Sign up & more info at 
www.bit.ly/SOTPflower

 Contact: Diane Mollis  
dem910@outlook.com
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CRAFT TABLE

Monthly on the
weekend of the 4th
Sunday we will all have
the opportunity to
painlessly lower our
SOTP mortgage debt.
More info:
www.bit.ly/SOTPcrafts

Contact: Alice Hallett at
agrndmom3@gmail.com
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ALTAR FLOWERS
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WALKING AT SOTP

FRIENDSGIVING DINNER CHURCHWEDNESDAY NIGHT DINNER
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HIGH SCHOOL YOUTH

HIGH SCHOOL LOCKIN
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FAMILY BINGO NIGHT!

Family fun night playing 
Bingo! We will have 
snacks, drinks, and small 
prizes for each game.
Children and youth 8th 
grade and under are 
invited to join us with 
their families!
Please sign up here so 
we know how many to plan for.
Volunteers needed (please sign up here):

Set up, arrive before 6pm, get Fellowship Hall ready with
tables & chairs. Help set up snacks & drinks
During event, arrive before 6:50pm, help pass out Bingo cards,
refill snacks, hand out prizes
Following event, arrive before 8pm, clean up Fellowship Hall
& kitchen

Contact: Jill Gillming at jill@sotpmail.com

mailto:jill@sotpmail.com


HIGHLIGHTED EVENTS
FRI JAN 23

FAMILY BINGO NIGHT
SUN JAN 25

ANNUAL MEETING NOON
----------------
SUN FEB 1

POT LUCK LUNCH
SUN FEB 15

NEW MEMBER 
        GATHERING

REGULARLY SCHEDULED

FRIDAY, JAN 2
HIGH SCHOOL LOCKIN

TUESDAY JAN 6
RELEASE & RENEW, 8AM-8PM

WEDNESDAY, JAN 7
BIBLE STUDY W/ PASTOR MARK KICKS OFF
WEDNESDAY DINNERS RESUME
BIBLE STUDY W/ DONNA KICKS OFF

SUNDAY, JAN 18
BUDGET Q&A, 10AM
THE ARTIST SERIES PRESENTS 

       PIANO & ORGAN DUET

SUNDAYS 
8:30-11AM (1ST) FOOD DRIVE
9:00 AM TRADITIONAL WORSHIP
10:10 AM KIDS CONNECT 
10:20 AM ADULT EDUCATION
10:45 AM CONTEMPORARY WORSHIP
1:00 PM FBW
2:00 PM CHILDREN’S CHRISTMAS PROGRAM 
     REHEARSAL
 

MONDAYS
9:00 AM (3RD) GAZEBO VALOR QUILTS
9:00 AM STAFF MEETING
10:30 AM FBW
12:30 PM FRIENDS (WOMEN'S) BIBLE STUDY
6:30 PM BOY SCOUTS TROOP 200
7:00 PM (2ND) MINISTRY NIGHT
7:00 PM (3RD) COUNCIL MEETING
 

TUESDAYS
7:30-8:30 AM MORNING MOVEMENT 
8:00 AM MEN’S COFFEE (MCD’S BY HUNTLEY 
     WALMART)
9:00 AM (1ST & 3RD), PRAIRIE POINTE QUILTERS
9:00 AM LITTLE LAMBS PRESCHOOL
9:15 AM AL-ANON MEETING
10:00 AM GRIEF JOURNEY GROUP
2:00 PM (2ND) WHAT’S NEXT FOR SENIORS
2:00 PM (3RD) DEMENTIA CAREGIVER SUPPORT
6:30 PM (1ST), SCOUT TROOP 200 COMMITTEE
6:30 PM (1ST), BOY SCOUTS PATROL LEADER’S 
     COUNCIL

7:00 PM TRANSITIONS JOURNEY THROUGH LOSS
7:00 PM CUB SCOUTS, TIGERS
7:00 PM FBW
7:00 PM AL-ANON MEETING
7:00 PM  BELLS REHEARSAL
 

WEDNESDAYS 
9:00 AM LITTLE LAMBS PRESCHOOL
10:30 AM WOMEN’S FBW 
11:00 AM GOD’S GIRLS (DEL WEBB) BIBLE STUDY
11:00 AM ADULT BIBLE STUDY
5:45 PM WEDNESDAY NIGHT DINNERS
7:00 PM CONFIRMATION
7:00 PM ADVENTURE CLUB
7:00 PM ADULT CHOIR REHEARSAL
 

THURSDAYS
7:30-8:30 AM MORNING MOVEMENT 
9:00 AM LITTLE LAMBS PRESCHOOL
9:00 AM (2ND), PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY
1:00 PM (1ST) BOOK CLUB
6:30 PM (2ND), LIONS CLUB
6:30 PM HIGH SCHOOL YOUTH GROUP
7:00 PM CUB SCOUTS
 

FRIDAYS
10:00 AM WOMEN’S COFFEE (MCD’S BY HUNTLEY
WALMART)
10:30 AM FBW 

SATURDAYS
5:00 PM WORSHIP
 

VIEW  ALL:
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STAFF

JANUARY BIRTHDAYS
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DONATE ONLINE
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CHURCH COUNCIL
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TREASURER’S REPORT



INVOLVEMENT SCHEDULE
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Jan 3/4 Jan 10/11 Jan 17/18 Jan 24/25 Jan 31.

Communion
Bread Sun Marilyn

Wilhelm
Carol

Stonecipher
Lynn

Broederorf
Sally

Houghton x

Counters Nov. Ralph Wehnes, Bob Mollis, Diana Murphy(5, 12 & 26), Jan
Koerner(19) x

Greeters

SUN 9AM

Carol
Engstrom

Elaine
Gillam

Eileen
Gerald
Terry

Halpin

Dottie
Bobzin
Susan

Blumer

Laura
Attaway

Cyndi
Monson

x

SUN 10:45
AM Carolyn & Bob Malm x

Ushers

SAT 5PM
Lynn Meyer

Karen
Eckert

Tom &
Therese Cox

Carol
Hartman

Peggy Lynn
Loiselle

Steve
Murphy
Sandy
Scalise

Chuck &
Carol Davis

SUN 9AM

WALTER
LEMKE

 Tim
Bueschel

 Jeff
Stangle

 Bill Vallee
Bob

Henderson
Mickey &

Cathy
Kappel

JACK
CONTI
 Cheryl

Rotermund
 John &

Patti Witt
 Carol

Engstrom       
Sue Blumer

STAN
CRISSMAN

 Wayne
Schmidt

 Arja Kasper
 Dan

Wentzloff
Jeff Ottens

 Andrew
Lick

RALPH
WEHNES

Jerry & Pat
Darrow
George
Attaway

Don
Wickersham

x

SUN 10:45
AM

BOB
MCDUFFEE

 Tim &
Karen Doyle

JIM STANCL
 Mike &

Patti Kargol
Andrew
Szekely

DOUG
NAGEL

 Don
Koerner

 Judy
Petropulos

Max
Wondriska

BOB
MOLLIS

Diane Mollis
Monica

Wichtendah
l

x

Welcome
Center

SUN 9AM
Karen

Brodsky
Rick Miller

Karen
Brodsky
LuAnn

Munneke

Elizabeth
Liotus

Jocelyn
Doden
LuAnn

Muennke

x

SUN 10:45
AM

Deanne
Byers

Martha
Jacobson

Kim Stancl Bob Malm Sandy
Hupert x
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10805 MAIN STREET
HUNTLEY, IL  60142

(847)669-9448     SOTP.ORG

SHEPHERD OF THE PRAIRIE LUTHERAN CHURCH IS A CONGREGATION OF THE EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH IN AMERICA. 
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