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2026
VACATION BIBLE 

SCHOOL SUCCESS!!!!

THANK YOU
& WRAPUP ON PG 14 



A NOTE FROM PASTOR MARK
Reflections on what to pack for the trip…
One of the great challenges of life is learning the 
difference between what is merely urgent and 
what is truly important. We live in a culture that 
constantly encourages us to add more—to our 
schedules, our commitments, our activities, and 
even our worries. Before long, our lives can 
become overstuffed, leaving little room for 
reflection, rest, relationships, or the things that 
matter most.

Imagine trying to fill a suitcase for a journey. If 
we simply stuff everything inside without thought, the bag becomes
heavy, disorganized, and difficult to carry. In much the same way,
when we try to squeeze every opportunity, obligation, and expectation
into our lives, we often find ourselves exhausted and overwhelmed.
The problem is not that all these things are bad; the problem is that
not all of them belong in the suitcase.

Wise living requires sifting rather than stuffing. Sifting involves
slowing down and carefully examining what deserves our time,
energy, and attention. 

It means asking important questions: Does this align with my values?
Does it strengthen my relationships? Does it help me fulfill my calling?
Does it bring life, purpose, and joy? When we sift our commitments
through these questions, we begin to recognize that some things are
essential while others are simply distractions.

Priorities are not determined by what shouts the loudest but by what
matters most. Faith, family, meaningful relationships, service, health,
and personal growth often deserve a higher place than the endless
demands competing for our attention.

A well-lived life is not measured by how much we can cram into our
days but by how faithfully we invest ourselves in what truly matters.
Rather than overstuffing our lives, we are invited to sift carefully,
choose wisely, and make room for the people, purposes, and
experiences that give life its deepest meaning. 

In doing so, we discover not only greater clarity but also greater
peace.

I’ll look forward to being with you in worship!

Pastor Mark
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A NOTE FROM PASTOR RYAN
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A New Chapter for Youth Ministry at SOTP!
God’s Holy Spirit is truly moving in exciting ways
this year! We have three really big 
announcements related to our youth ministry 
program!

The first is that we have officially hired our new 
full-time Youth Ministry Coordinator! Mia Larkin 
will begin her ministry on August 10. A Huntley 
native, she has wealth of experience working 
with youth and an incredible passion for building 
relationships and a community among young 
people. I will let her introduce herself in more detail as she comes
aboard, but for now, please know how excited we are to have her join
our staff. It has been a very long process, but we wanted to make sure
we hired just the right person for the job, and Mia is that person! Look
for opportunities to meet her very soon as well as for her installation
during worship.

The second is that SOTP’s brand new Youth Council had its first
meeting on July 21. Our new Youth Council is made up of one 7th, 8th,
9th, 10th, 11th, and 12th grader. The council’s first members are Emma
Stegge (7th), Max Wodnriska (8th), Zachary Serpe (9th), Daphne Shaw
(10th), Andrew Padget (11th), and Lucas Monson (12th). Mia Larkin,
Jess Panella, and I will accompany this amazing group of young people
as they dream up and execute new and exciting youth ministry
opportunities. The team’s first meeting was spent building
relationships and developing a vision and goals for their work together.
They have identified three broad areas of focus: weekly activities, Bible
study/devotions, and large events. Each of these areas will be the focus
of a chairperson from the team as well as one of the adults while the
group, as a whole, will contribute ideas and effort in making all three
aspects a reality.

While this fi rst group was brought together through personal
invitation, starting this coming spring, the youth of SOTP will be
electing the members of this Youth Council going forward. The plan is
to elect a new 7th, 9th, and 11th grader each year to serve a two year
term. Youth who have served will be eligible for re-election. As I shared
about Mia, look for more info about this awesome team very soon as
well as their installation during worship.

Our Youth and Family Ministry Team, which currently consists of Dan
Wichtendahl, Monika Wichtendahl, Jess Panella, Carrie McCabe, Tim
Torkelson, and me (with the forthcoming addition of Mia) will continue
to do its great work alongside the new Youth Council, and as we blaze
this new trail, we will be diligent in developing a synergy that will
allow the two groups to complement each other, focusing on middle
school and high school ministry. The Children and Family Team will
continue their work with our Pre-K through 5th grade youth. SOTP is so
blessed and I am so grateful for the work of these groups.

(continued) 
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A NOTE FROM PASTOR RYAN

MINISTRY MUSING, DONNA KELLY

(continued) 

The third announcement is the launching of a new SOTP youth ministry
experience. We are moving away from our Thursday night Youth Group
model to a new Sunday night experience! Youth Group will now be 6-8
pm every Sunday, starting August 16th. And with the new leadership
of Mia and the Youth Council, it promises to be a revitalized and
innovative ministry! This is a good time to remind everyone that I have
always encouraged 8th graders to join Youth Group during their 8th
grade year in order to build a bridge between Confirmation and Youth
Group. Look for more information on this newly refreshed ministry
soon!
Thank you all for your continued support of our young people and our
children and youth ministries. Exciting things are happening, and I can’t
wait to see where the Holy Spirit is taking us next!

Pastor Ryan
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What an amazing week of Vacation Bible 
School we had! Over 120 kids. And over 60 
volunteers! Our theme was “Follow the 
Light”. The light of Jesus shined in so many 
ways. An older man playing with a boy with 
special needs, a baby patting the shoulder 
of a volunteer while we held hands for 
prayers, kids singing, “My Lighthouse!” with 
all their hearts, children playing “Pass the 
Balloon” and praying for their friends and 
family when the balloon stopped with them, 
little ones hugging their friends, and so much more!

By the end of the week, we were tired and overwhelmed, but
buoyed up by the light of Jesus shining in the hearts and lives
of the children and adults who learned more about God’s love.
How blessed to be a part of it!

Donna 



Volunteers needed!
MUST BE TRAINED. 
When they are 
trained they sign up 
for shifts weekly. I 
would think the 
Managers would 
prefer folks who 
could be somewhat 
consistent in their 
commitment. 
The new shift hours: 

Monday 2:30 to 5:00, and 4:30 to 7:00, 
Wednesday 12:30 to 4:00 and 
Friday 12:30 to 4:00. 

These are the additional volunteer areas;
Waiting area and Donation Room... 2-3 Volunteers
Aisle 1 Meat and coolers area...3 Volunteers
Aisle 2 Groceries area...1 Volunteer

Contact Annette Petersen at petersenannette12@gmail.com

GRAFTON FOOD PANTRY
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ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL
ON PURPOSE
Finding God's 
Voice in Your 
Passion by 
Magrey R. Devega, 
Sam McGlothlin, 
Jevon Caldwell-
Gross, Susan Robb.
This 4 week study
starting on 
September 18th
will help us see God's purpose for 
our lives, how to open ourselves to God's voice, and how to take
the first or next step to follow God's call. We will learn how to
channel our passions, hear God's voice, and live the life we were
meant to live. 
Purchase of this book is optional.  Come join us! New faces and
ideas are always welcome!

Contact: Dan Spees at dlspees@gmail.com
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WEDNESDAY BIBLE STUDY RESUMES
Adult Bible Study 
with Pastor Mark will 
resume on 
Wednesday, 
September 9th at 
11:00 am.
No registration 
necessary but if you 
would like to receive 
notifications about 
this group from 
Pastor Mark email 
Pastor Mark to request to join the group.

Contact: Pastor Mark Boster at  pastormark@sotpmail.com 

WEDNESDAY BIBLE STUDY ON PSALMS
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MEMORY GARDEN NICHES
Have you seen our 
Memory Garden on 
the West end of the 
church building?

As of July 2026, 
there are still 10 
Niches available that 
will hold one or two 
urns.

For more information, 
contact Stan Crissman, or Ralph Wehnes.

Contact: Stan Crissman at stan@epicparts.com

ON PURPOSE
Finding God's Voice 
in Your Passion by 
Magrey R. Devega, 
Sam McGlothlin, 
Jevon Caldwell-
Gross, Susan Robb.
This 4 week study
starting on 
September 18th
will help us see God's purpose for 
our lives, how to open ourselves to God's voice, and how to take
the first or next step to follow God's call. We will learn how to
channel our passions, hear God's voice, and live the life we were
meant to live. 
Purchase of this book is optional.  Come join us! New faces and
ideas are always welcome!

Contact: Dan Spees at dlspees@gmail.com

FRIDAY ADULT STUDY
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Do you enjoy reading? 
Looking for a way to 
connect with others? 
Then you just might enjoy 
our Book Club. 
We take turns reading 
different genres.  Books
being discussed:

August: THE SECOND 
       MRS. ASTOR by 
       Shana Abe, historical 
       fiction. The August discussion will be led by Cherrie         
       Anderson.

September: THE BRIAR CLUB by Kate Quinn, political fiction
from the McCarty era.

Contact: Dottie Bobzin at dbinil@att.net

BOOK CLUB

FAITH ON TAP-NOT MEETING AUG 5
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Join Pastor Ryan for an 
hour of casual 
conversation about faith, 
doubt, and everything in 
between. There are no 
sermons or formal 
agendas—just good 
brews, great company, 
and open dialogue in a 
space where all are 
welcome. Bring your 
questions and your thoughts, or just come
to listen and share in the gift of community. Pull up a chair, we’d
love to have you at the table!
NOTE: We are not meeting in August 5th. 
Meeting the 1st and 3rd Thursday of each month.

Contact Pastor Ryan at pastorryan@sotpmail.com

08/05

mailto:dbinil@att.net


SUPPORT GROUPS

FRIENDSGIVING DINNER CHURCH
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ALL ARE INVITED 
TO JOIN OUR
SUPPORT GROUPS,
MEMBERS AND 
NON-MEMBERS.

Grief Journey is for
those mourning the
death of a loved one.

Transitions is for
those going through a
deep loss: death of a
loved one; job loss;
loss of a relationship;
empty nesting;
divorce; loss of health;
loss of purpose.

Dementia Caregiver
Support is in
collaboration with the
Alzheimer’s
Association, a support
group for caregivers,
friends and/or family
members with
Dementia.

What’s Next is a
group for seniors to
talk about changes
and challenges in life 
and ideas on how to
cope.

For more information
on any of our support
groups, reach out to
Donna:

Contact: Donna Kelly 
donna@sotpmail.com

mailto:donna@sotpmail.com


Start the new school 
year with God's 
blessing! On Sunday, 
August 16, during both 
the 9:00 AM and 10:45 
AM worship services, 
we will have a special 
Back to School Blessing 
for all students, 
teachers, & school staff.
Children are invited to 
bring their backpacks to 
church and, during the service, come forward for a special prayer
as we ask God to bless them and guide them throughout the
coming school year.
Whether you're heading to preschool, elementary school, middle
school, high school, or college, we invite you to join us as we
celebrate the beginning of a new year and ask for God's
protection, wisdom, and encouragement in all your learning
adventures.
We look forward to seeing you and your backpacks on August 16!

Contact: Jill Gillming at jill@sotpmail.com 

BACK TO SCHOOL BLESSING
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NEW MEMBER GATHERING
If you have been 
worshipping with us 
at SOTP in person or 
online and would like to
know more about us as 
a worshipping 
community, we would 
love to have you join us 
at our New Member 
Gathering. We will 
be holding the 
gathering on Sunday, 
August 9th, beginning at noon. This will be an opportunity for you
to learn more about the life and ministry of SOTP and for you to
consider prayerfully whether or not you want to formally become
a member of the SOTP family.

Contact: Donna Kelly at donna@sotpmail.com
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FRIENDSGIVING DINNER CHURCH
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FLUTE RECITAL - ARTIST SERIES
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PICNIC - NEW DATE FOR 2026!

Artist Series concert 
Sunday, August 2, 2026 
at 5pm - Flute Recital

Miguel is a recent 
graduate of 
Northwestern’s Bienen 
School of Music where 
he earned his BM in 
Music Education and 
Flute Performance. 
While at Northwestern, Miguel’s 
primary teachers were John Thorne, Alyce Johnson, & Jennifer Gunn. 

Miguel serves as a substitute musician with the Rockford, South
Bend, Quad-Cities, Elgin and Kansas City Symphonies. Passionate
about Music Education, Miguel has spent the last year teaching 5th
and 6th grade band in Elgin, IL. In the fall, Miguel will be attending
Carnegie Mellon University to pursue a masters degree in Flute
Performance.

Mark your calendars now to save the date!



HUNTLEY HOOTENANNY!

SIGN MAKING - HELP NEEDED
Sign up to help us 
decorate signs on 
Sunday, August 
30th after the 
10:45 service. 
The Outreach team 
is preparing to 
light up the 
night for the 2026 
Huntley 
Hootenanny!

The 5K has the last straight away of the race in front of the
church and we want to give the participants an extra boost of
energy to help them cross the finish line! 

Contact Tara Mackey: mackey110@gmail.com 
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The Outreach team is 
working on lighting 
up the night for the 
2026 Huntley 
Hootenanny!
The 5K has it’s last 
straight away of the 
race in front of the 
church and we want 
to give the 
participants an extra 
boost of energy to 
help them cross the finish line! 

Sign up to help us set up the decorations and cheer on
Saturday, September 12th. Questions, call or text Tara
Mackey.

Contact Tara Mackey: mackey110@gmail.com 

mailto:mackey110@gmail.com
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For the past three 
years, we have 
proudly participated 
in the NexTrex plastic 
recycling program. 
During that time, 
thousands of pounds 
of plastic have been 
collected through our 
efforts. This year, 
however, NexTrex 
changed the program. 
Instead of receiving a bench after 
reaching the 1,000 -pound goal, participants are now entered
into a quarterly drawing for every 250 pounds documented, with
a chance to win a $500 gift card for the NexTrex store. 
Because the updated program no longer offers a guaranteed
end goal, the Outreach team and the plastic collection teams
are looking for direction on how to move forward. The program
remains valuable: it keeps plastic out of landfills and puts it to
good use. At the same time, it requires a significant amount of
coordination and volunteer support. 
The 8-10 people who have been helping so far have done a
wonderful job, but additional support will be needed to sustain
this program year-round. One possible way to organize
volunteers would be:

4 groups of 4-5 people with each group serving 3 months
per year
6 groups, with each group serving 2 months per year
12 groups, with each group serving just 1 month per year

You might consider signing up with another family or a group of
friends. It could even become a friendly challenge to see which
group collects the most plastic during their month. Most
importantly, it is a meaningful way to care for the earth – not
only for ourselves, but for future generations as well. 
This program succeeds because of you, Shepherd of the Prairie
has become known for this, and now you have the opportunity
to help continue to make a difference. If you are interested in
volunteering, please sign up on the Church Center or sotp.org.
If we do not gather enough volunteers by September 18th, this
program will be phased out.

Contact: Tara Mackey  mackey110@gmail.com

FUTURE OF RECYCLING AT SOTP
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THANK YOU!  CAR SHOW & SOCIAL
Annual Car Show & Ice Cream Social 
a Great Success!  Thank you to everyone who 
joined us for our Annual Car Show & Ice Cream 
Social! We were blessed with beautiful weather, 
an incredible collection of cars, and plenty of 
delicious ice cream to enjoy.
Congratulations to our award winners:

1st: Dominic C. – 1956 Chevy Bel Air
2nd: Therese C. – 1967 Chevy Corvette
3rd: Mike C. – 1967 Chevy Chevelle
4th: Gary U. – 1968 Chevy Chevelle SS
5th: Bob M. – Porsche 911

A special thank you to everyone who helped make the evening
possible. From setting up and serving ice cream to greeting guests
and cleaning up afterward, your time and dedication 
helped create a wonderful event for our community.
We are grateful for everyone who attended, participated, and
volunteered, and we are already looking forward to making next
year's Car Show & Ice Cream Social even bigger and better!

Contact:  Jill Gillming jill@sotpmail.com

FUN WEEK AT VBS-THANK YOU!
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Contact: Jill Gillming at jill@sotpmail.com

Thank You, Shepherd of the Prairie!
What an amazing and epic adventure we 
had during Vacation Bible School! This 
year, more than 130 children joined us 
for our Kingdom Quest journey, 
supported by an incredible team of 60 
volunteers who gave their time, energy, 
and talents to make the week a success.
None of this would have been possible without the generous
support of the members of Shepherd of the Prairie. Your gifts
and donations provided everything needed to create a
memorable experience for our children and families—from
decorations that transformed our church into an exciting
adventure, to snacks, crafts, games, and all the materials used
throughout the week.
Because of your generosity, children were able to learn about
Jesus, build friendships, and experience God's love in a fun and
engaging way. The smiles, laughter, and excitement we saw
throughout the week are a testament to the impact your support
has made.
Thank you for helping us provide this ministry to our community
and for investing in the faith of the next generation. We are
grateful for your partnership in sharing God's love with so many
children and families.



SUMMER - HIGH SCHOOL YOUTH

SUMMER KIDS CONNECT
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PARENT/STUDENT NIGHT-CONFIRMATION

CONFIRMATION REGISTRATION
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STAFF

AUGUST BIRTHDAYS
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Pastor Mark Boster
     SENIOR PASTOR
     pastormark@sotpmail.com

Pastor Ryan Mackey
     PASTOR
     pastorryan@sotpmail.com

Kendra Coots
     LITTLE LAMGS ASSISTANT 
     TEACHER
     kendra@sotpmail.com

Jill Gillming
     DIRECTOR OF CHILDREN 
     AND FAMILY MINISTRY
     jill@sotpmail.com

Josh Harding
     OFFICE AND A/V SUPPORT
     josh@sotpmail.com

Donna Kelly
     DIRECTOR OF 
     CONNECTIONS MINISTRY
     donna@sotpmail.com

Jane McMullen
     DIRECTOR OF TRADITIONAL
     WORSHIP
     jane@sotpmail.com

Jeff Moore 
     DIRECTOR OF CONTEMPORARY 
     WORSHIP & WORSHIP TECHNOLOGY
     jeff@sotpmail.com

Matt Morrison
     OPERATIONS MANAGER
     matt@sotpmail.com

Michelle Rankin
     OPERATIONS AND 
     COMMUNINCATIONS ASSISTANT
     michelle@sotpmail.com

Dave Shotick
     ACCOUNTING ADMINISTRATOR
     dave@sotpmail.com



RECEIVE OUR EMAILS
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CHURCH COUNCIL
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TREASURER’S REPORT

Kathy McGuine, President
Jim Puls, Vice-President
Bob Mollis, Treasurer
Lisa Wondriska, Secretary

George Attaway
Carrie McCabe
Susan Sroka
Jim Stancl



INVOLVEMENT SCHEDULE
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August 1/2 August 8/9
August
15/16

August
22/23

August
29/30

Communion
Bread Sun Jeanne

Henley
P.J.

Knudsen
Marilyn
Wilhelm

Laura
Attaway Debra Smith

Counters Mon Doug Nagel, Diana Murphy & Marilyn Wilhelm

Greeters

SUN
9AM

Carol
Engstrom,

Elaine
Gillam

Eileen
...Gerald...       

Terry Halpin

Susan
Blumer
Dottie
Bobzin

Laura
Attaway

Cyndi
Monson

Eileen
...Gerald...       

Terry Halpin

SUN
10:45

AM
Bob & Carolyn Malm

Ushers

SAT
5PM

Sandy
Scalise Lynn

Meyer

Tom &
Therese Cox

Carol
Hartman

Peggy Lynn
Loiselle

Steve
Murphy
Gordon
Lehey

SUN
9AM

BILL VALLE
Tim

Bueschel
Jeff

Stangle.. Bill
Vallee Bob
Henderson

Mickey &
Cathy

Kappel Joe
Lillie

STAN
CRISSMAN

 Cheryl
Rotermund

 John & Patti
Witt

 Carol
Engstrom       

Sue Blumer

MIKE
MALCZEWS

KI
 Arja Kasper     
Andrew Lick
Jeff Ottens      

Sandra
Schuessler      
Jim Saletta      

Dan
Wentzloff

RALPH
WEHNES....

Don
Wickersham
Jerry & Pat

Darrow
George
Attaway

Paul Marvin

SUN
10:45

AM

BOB
MCDUFFEE
Tim & Karen

Doyle

JIM STANCL
 Mike & Patti

Kargol

VIK BEKERIS
Don Koerner

Judy
Petropulos...

Max
Wondriska

BOB MOLLIS
Diane Mollis

Monca
Wichtendahl

Welcome
Center

SUN
9AM

SUN
10:45

AM
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10805 MAIN STREET
HUNTLEY, IL  60142

(847)669-9448     SOTP.ORG

SHEPHERD OF THE PRAIRIE LUTHERAN CHURCH IS A CONGREGATION OF THE EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH IN AMERICA. 
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