
  

 
 
 
 
 

Sunday Morning Worship  
August 16, 2026 

9:00 a.m.   
The Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost 

 

Prelude and Welcome 
 

(please rise in body or spirit) 

Confession and Forgiveness 
Blessed be the holy Trinity,☩ one God, 
whose compassion endures forever. 
Amen. 
 

Let us confess our sin to God. 
 

Silence is kept for reflection 
 

Compassionate God, 
we confess to you all our sins. 
Our burden is heavy, and we cannot free ourselves. 
In your mercy, call us back to you. 
Your yoke is easy and your burden is light. 
Restore us to dwell in your peace. 
In Christ’s name we pray, 
Amen. 
 

Jesus says, “Come to me, 
all you who are weary 
and are carrying heavy burdens, 
and I will give you rest.” 
In the name of God, 
Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, 
your sins are forgiven. 
Rest in God’s love. 
Amen. 

 



Opening Hymn     All Are Welcome​        ELW 641 
 

Greeting 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and 
the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you.   

 

Kyrie​​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ (ELW p. 138) 
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Hymn Of Praise ​​  
    Oh, For a Thousand Tongues to Sing​ ​ ELW 886 
 

Prayer Of The Day 
God of all peoples, your arms reach out to embrace all 
those who call upon you. Teach us as disciples of your 
Son to love the world with compassion and constancy, 
that your name may be known throughout the earth, 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 

 

Back to School Blessing 
 

(you may be seated) 
Reading ​ Romans 11:1-2a, 29-32 

Reader:    The Reading today is from Romans 
 

[Paul writes:] ask, then, has God rejected his people? By 
no means! I myself am an Israelite, a descendant of 
Abraham, a member of the tribe of Benjamin. God has 
not rejected his people whom he foreknew. 
  For the gifts and the calling of God are irrevocable. 
Just as you were once disobedient to God but have now 
received mercy because of their disobedience, so also 
they have now been disobedient in order that, by the 
mercy shown to you, they also may now receive mercy. 
 For God has imprisoned all in disobedience so that he 
may be merciful to all.  
 

Reader: Word of God, word of life.   
Congregation: Thanks be to God!   

 

Psalm      The Psalm today is from Psalm 67 
 

May God be merciful to us and bless us; 
 may the light of God’s face shine upon us. 
 

Let your way be known upon earth, 
 your saving health among all nations. 
 

Let the peoples praise you, O God; 
 let all the peoples praise you. 
 

Let the nations be glad and sing for joy, 
 for you judge the peoples with equity and    
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    guide all the nations on earth.  
 

 Let the peoples praise you, O God; 
 let all the peoples praise you. 
 

The earth has brought forth its increase; 
 God, our own God, has blessed us. 
 

May God  give us blessing, 
 and may all the ends of the earth stand in awe.   

 

(please rise in body or spirit) 
Gospel Acclamation ​                                        (ELW p. 142) 

 
Gospel: Matthew 15:21-28 

Preacher: The Gospel according to  
Matthew the 15th chapter.  

Congregation: Glory to you, O Lord.  
 

Jesus left that place and went away to the district of Tyre 
and Sidon. Just then a Canaanite woman from that 
region came out and started shouting, “Have mercy on 
me, Lord, Son of David; my daughter is tormented by a 
demon.” But he did not answer her at all. And his 
disciples came and urged him, saying, “Send her away, 
for she keeps shouting after us.”  He answered, “I was 
sent only to the lost sheep of the house of Israel.” But 
she came and knelt before him, saying, “Lord, help me.” 
 He answered, “It is not fair to take the children’s food 
and throw it to the dogs.” She said, “Yes, Lord, yet even 
the dogs eat the crumbs that fall from their masters’ 
table.” Then Jesus answered her, “Woman, great is your 
faith! Let it be done for you as you wish.” And her 
daughter was healed from that moment.  
 

Preacher: The Gospel of the Lord.​ ​  
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Congregation: Praise to you, O Christ.  
 

(you may be seated) 
The Message​ ​ ​            Pastor Mark Boster 
 

(please rise in body or spirit) 
Hymn of the Day   
     Build a Longer Table​ ​ ACS 1063 
 

The Apostles’ Creed 
New Member Welcome & Prayers of the 
Church 

With bold trust in God’s unfailing provision, we pray for 
the church, those in need, and all of God’s creation. 
 

A brief silence. 
 

For believers around the world who stream to 
your holy mountain, that all be united in faith and 
harmony in the body of Christ. Let your church on 
earth be a witness to the beloved community of 
your heavenly kingdom. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
 

For your wondrous creation, that it thrives and 
flourishes as you intend. Raise up wise stewards 
to defend the natural world against carelessness 
and destruction. Safeguard endangered species 
and their habitats Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
 

For the nations of the world and all in authority, 
that they heed the cry of the outcast and ensure 
care for the most vulnerable. Give wisdom to 
leaders of countries, congregations, and 
communities, that they lead and serve justly. 
Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
 

For all who are lonely, grieving, or struggling 
with chronic pain, that they find comfort, 
community, and hope. Send relief to all who 
struggle with illness of any kind especially those 
we name aloud or in the quietness of our hearts 
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pause…). Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
 

For Shepherd of the Prairie Lutheran Church, for 
visitors and those new to this faith community, 
that all may recognize the presence of Christ in 
each new face. Draw this community together in 
love and strengthen it in unwavering faith. 
Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
 

For the saints before us whose work is done, that 
their faithful example continues to direct your 
church. We pray especially this week for George 
Sebastian and his family.  May his witness and 
the witness of all the saints remind us that your 
gifts and calling are irrevocable, whether in life 
or death. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
 

Receive our prayers and answer, O God, as you 
have promised. All this we ask in the name of 
your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 

Sharing the Peace of Christ 
Presiding Minister:  

The peace of the Lord be with you always.  
Congregation: And also with you.   
Greet one another: “Peace be with you.” 
 

(you may be seated) 
Offering​ ​  
 

(please rise in body or spirit) 
Offering Prayer   

Assisting Minister: Let us pray together.  
Loving God, we offer at your table the gifts of our 
hearts. Help us take heart in you and share freely of 
your love, so that all creation can taste your 
abundance. We ask this in the name of Jesus, 
through the Spirit abiding with us now and forever. 
Amen. 
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Great Thanksgiving​ ​ ​ ​ (ELW p. 144) 

 

 
 
Presiding Minister: It is indeed right, our duty and 
our joy, that we should at all times  and in all 
places give thanks and praise….we praise your 
name and join their unending hymn:  

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Words Of Institution 

7 



The Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven,  
hallowed be thy name,  
thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  
on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread;  
and forgive us our trespasses,  
as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom, and the power,  
and the glory,  
forever and ever.  
Amen. 

 

(you may be seated) 
Invitation to Communion 

Heaven has come near. 
Come, share in the feast! 

 

Communion Distribution   
 

Distribution Music 
“Lamb of God”                                ​       (ELW p. 146) 

 
As the Grains of Wheat​ ELW 465 
One Bread, One Body​ ​ ELW 496 
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(please rise in body or spirit) 
Post-Communion Blessing  

The body and blood of our Lord, Jesus Christ, 
strengthen you and keep you in God’s grace.   
Amen. 
 

Prayer 
Assisting Minister: Let us pray together. 
Compassionate God, through the gifts of bread and 
wine our hearts are filled with the abundance of 
your love. Strengthen us that we, through this holy 
meal, may share your love freely, as you have 
shared with us. We ask this in the name of Jesus, 
through the Spirit nourishing us now and forever. 
Amen. 
 

Community Moment 
 

Benediction 
 

Sending Hymn       Jesus Shall Reign     ​ ELW 434 
 

Dismissal 
Heaven has come near. Go, share the good news! 
Thanks be to God. 

 

Postlude 

●​               
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